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	1. Chapter 1

The sound of guns echoed. Shouts can be heard. The running of feet. Then everything goes black and that is when Chizuru wakes up with a start sitting straight up. Flashes of the battle from a few days ago whirl through her mind. Toshizo telling her to run. The red eyes that followed her. The guns. The screams. She didn't know where she was going, all she knew was that she ran. To keep her promise to stay alive to him.

"You're awake I see."

Turning her head with a jerk at the sudden voice she found herself looking into the soft eyes of a Sekihoutai! They fought against the Shogunate in favor of the new government! 'How did I end up with him? I wonder, does he know that I stay with the Shinsengumi?' "Where am I?"

Souzou smiled at her as he walked further into the room and knelt beside her. "You are with the Sekihoutai army in Iga. You have been with us for a week now. We were starting to get worried about you."

"Why?"

"You have been going in and out of consciousness for the last week."

Turning to look down at her lap she sighed. "Really? What happened to me?"

"As best as we can tell you hit your head falling somehow. Why were you out there? Surely you knew what was going on? It isn't safe for a woman to be out in the middle of a battle field."

By that one question Chizuru knew that he must not have known that she was out there because she intended to fight against him with the Shinsengumi. And figured that would be best not to tell him that. If he knew that she had ties to them Lord knew what would happen to her. She let tears fall as she thought of them all. Toshizo, Isami, Heisuke, Sanosuke and everyone else.

She hugged herself as she sighed. "I guess it didn't work. My father had me dress like a boy in hopes it would fool some. We were making our to Osaka. We didn't know what was going on really until we were in the middle of it. I don't know what happened to him." Tears rolling down her face.

Souzou felt for her. "If you would like, we are not that far from the battle field. If you would like I will take you back so you can see if he is there looking for you."

Her eyes went wide as she looked up at him. He seemed nice, but right now he didn't know she was connected to his enemy. "You would?"

"Of course." Then Souzou stood up and held his hand out to her. "Come. What is your name by the way?"

Taking his hand she half smiled. "I am Chizuru. Chizuru Yukimura." Then her eyes went wide when she realized that she said her real last name. 'Please don't connect it.'

"Well Miss Yukimura. Come, lets see if we can reunite you with your father." Then he pulled her to his feet and headed out the door. Just as he closed it behind them he turned a smile as Sanosuke and Katsu came running up to him. "Hello boys."

Both boys had bright smiles for him as the looked up at him. It was Sanosuke who spoke. "Is she alright then Captain?"

"Yes. She was separated from her father as they tried to get out of the way. We are going back to see if her father is there looking for her."

Making small fists Katsu looked up at him with pleading eyes. "Can we go and help find him with you two? Please?"

"Yeah Captain please?" Sanosuke looking just as eager as Katsu.

Laughing Souzou nodded his head and watched as they both raced toward the door. Looking down at Chizuru as they headed for the door at a much slower pace he smiled. "They were traveling together and half starved when we came across them. Sanosuke and Katsu. For some reason they have idolized me."

Smiling as she saw the children waiting eagerly for them she looked back up at him. "They called you Captain?"

"I am Captain of the 1st division of the Sekihoutai, Souzou Sagara. But you can just call me Souzou. You don't have to call me anything else deal?"

"But…"

"You can repay me for helping you find your father but not being so formal with me. How does that sound?"

With a nervous smile she gave him a nod. "Alright Souzou." Then they headed back out of Iga and toward the battle field. She knew that she was not going to find her father there. But she wanted to see if any of the fallen Shinsengumi were those that she cared most about. 'I hope not.'

X

Pacing just inside the gate of the headquarters Toshizo and Isami waited for all the units to come back. After the battle was over, several members went back to try and find Chizuru but nothing was found. Not even a body. That alone was what gave them hope that she was still alive. But now it was worry about where she was and with who.

Toshizo was worried that Chikage had gotten her. Isami was worried that the Sekihoutai figured out who she was and they had her as a hostage. Either way it went they needed to know the truth about where she was and if she was alright.

"Toshi."

Turning along with Isami, Toshizo turned to see Keisuke standing there. "Any luck?"

Sighing as he shook his head. "Sorry Toshi. Nothing in my district."

"Or mine." Shinpachi glared at nothing as he came to a stop next to the others. "I don't know it is like she just vanished into thin air."

Stomping his feet as he turned and stormed away from them all Toshizo glared at nothing. "I don't care what it takes we have to find her. We gave her our word that we would protect her until we found her father. And the Shinsengumi doesn't go back on it's word!"


	2. Chapter 2

With tears streaming down her face Chizuru let herself fall to her knees. They covered the entire battle field, both on the Shogun side and the Imperial Army side. While many faces she did know in the Shinsengumi and was sadden at their loss. She was relieved that none of the captains were there, or Yamazaki, but at the same time she knew she was far from home. And with the enemy.

"But are you sure Captain? They are the enemy!"

Chizuru looked up with wide eyes when she saw Souzou pulling the bodies of both his army and the Shinsengumi. 'What is he doing?'

With a smile he gently laid the body down on the ground and folded his hands over his chest with a look of sorrow. "We are both fighting for the side that we think is right and just Sanosuke. It doesn't matter what side that may be. The Shinsengumi are brave warriors in their own right and fight for a Lord and a way of life that they hold dear to them. I will not fault them for that. They are brave men that died for what they thought was right. Just like the men I lost. I would want their Captain to burry the dead of my men just as we will do theirs."

For a split second Chizuru thought about telling him that she knew for a fact that they would be able to respect him for what he was doing for the fallen Shinsengumi. And that she knew all of them, even Toshizo would do the same for his men as well. But even though he talked like he admired them for their fighting spirit, they were still enemies none the less and she wanted to see them again. Not die for trusting too easy.

Lost in thought Chizuru didn't hear one of the boys come up behind her until she felt a small hand on her shoulder. Jumping at first she turned with a gasp only to smile at the boy. "I am sorry. You scared me I didn't know you were behind me."

With a bright smile Katsu held his hands behind his back. "Captain and Sanosuke and I are going to work on getting the dead buried. Both ours and the Shinsengumi. Do you wanna help us?"

"Katsu."

Turning sad eyes up to his Captain Katsu looked over his shoulder. "I just thought that it might help get her mind off of wondering where her father is since he isn't here."

Before he could say anything though Souzou heard the small laugh from Chizuru and arched an eyebrow at her. "Chizuru?"

Standing with her usual bright smile Chizuru turned toward him. "I want to help. I heard what you said and someone that is close to me that lives in Kyoto would have said the same thing about the situation at hand. After they are buried I will give a prayer for each of them."

A smile on his face Souzou nodded. "Well come on then."

They spent the better part of the day working on digging two mass graves. One for the Imperial army, and one for the Shinsengumi. Once they were all properly buried Chizuru sat in between the two graves and bowed her head. Silently giving up a prayer for the Shinsengumi first, reciting each name that she knew. Then one for the Imperial army as well. With a sad look she stood and turned back to Souzou.

His eyes taking on a worried look again he followed her with his eyes as she walked over to where he and the boys were at. "What's wrong?"

Stopping with tears building in her eyes. "I just do not understand why there has to be so much war. So much death. Why can't everyone just get along?"

Souzou pulled the girl into his arms. He never could stand to see any woman cry in front of him. "If it were only that simple. But there are some things that need changing. And like with anything that is going through change, there are those that resist and those that push. So war is born."

"What is so wrong with the way the Shogun rules is?"

"In theory nothing. But Japan is behind in the times right now. Other countries are far more evolved than we are. If we are to protect this country and the people in it, we need to grow and change as well. If the Tokugawa would have just listened to reason we would not be at war."

Stepping out of his arms and whipping her eyes. "But I can understand where he is coming from as well you know. We have people from other countries coming in and demanding that we do this and that we do that when they have no right. He doesn't want to give up the way of life that Japan has prospered with so easily."

Still smiling Souzou reached out and cupped her cheek in his hand and made her look up at him. "Yes Japan was getting along nicely. But not everyone was doing great under the rule of the Tokugawa. The farms and merchants of small towns were not doing so good."

"They weren't?" Chizuru's brown eyes wide and curious as she looked into his black eyes.

"They weren't. I know this because before I joined the Imperial Army and the Seikihoutai my family were farmers. We hardly grew enough to feed ourselves. Let alone make a profit to pay for the rent on our farm house." He smiled as he dropped his hand away. "Change doesn't have to mean that everything dies. If the Tokugawa and the Shinsengumi would agree to change some of the ways they do things, it would have never come down to this."

Looking down again she sighed. "What changes do they really need to make?"

Putting an arm around her waist Souzou lead her back toward Iga. "Not everything. They could still fight against the foreigners and such. But instead of one man to rule them all, it would be a serious of men that would do it. Sort of like, well the Seikihoutai. If it was just myself and the other Captains, and something needed to be done, it wouldn't be me to dictate and order everyone. The way we would work is we would all make a suggestion and then pick the best one on what we should do. That is the biggest change that the people have been crying out for so long for. But they would not budge."

"So that is why you and other Japanese have decided to fight for the Imperial Army."

"Exactly." Then he looked down when he felt her tense and smiled. "Sanosuke. Katsu. Why don't you boys run on ahead."

Looking up at him with an arched eyebrow Chizuru question him with her eyes. "Don't you want to keep them with you in case someone attacks?"

"They may be small but they are in no way weak either. They will be able to handle themselves and we aren't that far from Iga."

"I see."

Looking down at her sideways his warm smile and soft eyes met hers. "You are a Tokugawa supporter aren't you?" The shock that flew into her face caused him to laugh. "Don't worry. I will not tell anyone else and you don't have to worry. The Seikihoutai has a mission and it is not to take prisoners. But it is not safe for a young woman such as yourself to be wondering about with the strange creatures out there as of late. I would feel much better if you were to stay with us until we can escort you to Osaka."

Her eyes wide she stopped as she turned to face him. "You would do that for me?"

Nodding Souzou crossed his arms. "I could never just leave a woman as pretty as you out here to fend for herself."

Looking down she sighed. "What if my father is not in Osaka like he was supposed to be?"

"Huh?"

"I do not know anyone in Osaka. If my father is not there, I don't know how I will be able to get back home to Kyoto."

"I will escort you of course. I won't leave you to fend for yourself. We are headed for Osaka ourselves anyway. After that the Seikihoutai was to continue our campaigne north anyway. If your father is not in Osaka, we will make a pit stop by Kyoto for you."

"Do you think the others will get mad?"

"Not at all. We have all been worried about you."

X

Yamazaki glared through narrow eyes. It was all he could do to get himself from point a to point b right now. Let alone protect Chizuru from anyone who wanted to come after her or them. 'For now I have to let her stay with them. We will see how I fare when I reach Osaka.'

X

Toshizo stood in the room that was given to Chizuru next to his own. He beat himself up every day over the choice to make her flee without him. "I shouldn't have sent her away."

"If you hadn't of sent her away, then she would have probably been dead Toshizo."

Turning a glare on Isami he crossed his arms. "I would have at least known where she was! Not knowing is going to drive me insane. We vowed to protect her and we couldn't even do that."

"Give it a little while longer. I sent Yamazaki back to the battle field in Iga to see if she may have still been around there. That was about a week ago. Give him time."

Turning his glare out the window. "What about Chikage?"

"I don't know Toshi. I don't know."


	3. Chapter 3

Back at the camp in Iga Chizuru now sat with Souzou on one side, and Sanosuke and Katsu on the other side of her. Across from Souzou was another man dressed like him. She figured he was a captain of a different division. Then she cast her eyes down as she thought about those she use to eat with back home in Kyoto. 'I wonder how they are? If any of them are hurt. If they think I am dead or not.'

"Something on your mind miss?"

Blinking Chizuru looked up into kind eyes from across the way. "Oh I was just wondering where my father was right now."

Souzou gave her a kind smile. "Well one thing about it Chizuru, at least you know he is alive."

Smiling back up at him she gave him a sharp nod. "That's right."

Suzuki arched his eyebrow at his friend. "Wait what? How do you know that?"

"Me and the boys took her back to the battle field today to see if her father was among the dead in the battle. We got lucky on one thing. No civilians were killed in the battle. But both sides lost a lot of men."

Thinking back to the days when he himself wore the blue coats and was known as a Wolf of Mibu Suzuki sighed with a soft smile. "The Shinsengumi fought good that day. Just as pig headed and stubborn as I remember them being back then."

Looking back and forth Chizuru was a bit confused now. "Like you remember back then?"

With a warm smile Suzuki gave Chizuru a slight bow. "Miss Chizuru Yukimura. I am Suzuki Mikisaburou. The Captain of the Second Division of the Sekihoutai. Former Captain of the Ninth Division of the Shinsengumi."

Her eyes went wide as she gasped when she heard him. "You use to be a Shinsengumi Captain?"

All three sets of eyes turned to the little boys next to her at their outburst of laughter. Chizuru blinking, Souzou and Suzuki with a glare. Sanosuke was the first to settle down and looked up at them with a smug grin. "The Shinsengumi is nothing! We will destroy them and put them in their place. The Sekihoutai army is number one!"

Suzuki smiled as he looked down at his plate. "You think so huh boy?"

"I know so. We lost a lot of brave men that day, but in the end it was the Sekihoutai that won when the Shinsengumi fled."

Suzuki picked up a couple of pickles and slung them at the boys hitting them each in an eye with a glare for them as well. "Let me tell you something boys. Isami Kondou and Toshizo Hijikata are good men and are not fools in anyway. The second that it became clear to them that we had the upper hand in this battle, they retreated to save the lives of them that trust them to keep them safe. They are no doubt now going over everything that went wrong and figuring out a way for them to take the victory next time. To insult or underestimate them would be your undoing kids."

Sanosuke glared back up at him. "If they had any pride as warriors like the Sekihoutai does then they would have fought it out to the very end and accepted death with honor! They ran!"

"You will understand when you are older Sanosuke."

Souzou turned on Sanosuke with an even harder glare before the boy could say anything. Effectively shutting him up. "It is like I told you and Katsu while we buried the dead. They are no less than we are Sanosuke. We are fighting for the side that we think is right. They are fighting for the side that they think is right."

"But would you have done the same thing Captain?"

"If I knew fighting on would only result in a loss and the loss of more men, you better bet I would Sanosuke. I would give the order and make sure as many men got away as I could."

Almost like he was looking for someone to agree with him Sanosuke turned pleading eyes to Chizuru. "You agree with me right?"

Chizuru was caught off guard for a moment then smiled as she shook her head no. "I can't. You see, my father once told me that when someone is in charge of a lot of people, like the head of a clan or a Lord, they can't think of just themselves or what they want. When fighting it would be the same concept. You can't say 'you are going to fight and die today because that is what I want so do it'. You have to think of ways to win and keep your men alive too. Look at it from my side. You were not in the Sekihoutai but you had friends you did not want to see die no matter how ready they were for it, would you really want them to force your friends to fight and die for a lost cause?"

Looking up at her with big eyes Sanosuke thought for a moment then bowed his head. If Captain was his father and was just a regular member of the Sekihoutai, he wouldn't want them to send him to his death, especially if they knew that they were not going to win. "I understand now."

Katsu who was also looking at the floor thinking the same thing about Captain nodded. "Me too."

Suzuki laughed as he pointed to Chizuru. "Hey Souzou you should try and get her to stick around till the end of the war. She got through to those two better than either of us could."

Souzou let out a laugh as well. "That would be great and all but I do believe that she is worried about someone who would not agree with her having anything to do with the war.

Chizuru smiled as she gave him a nod. "No he wouldn't." But in reality she knew that he would not approve of the last year or so that she had spent with the Shinsengumi and how she actively helped them in battle. She cast her sad eyes down seeing their smiling faces flash through her mind as her eyes became distant. 'I hope you are all okay.'

X

Standing on a tree branch not far from the Sekihoutai camp Yamazaki glared down at the main tent where Chizuru was. A sharp pain on his side made him flinch. He was going to have to wait and see what happened in Osaka before he said anything to Chizuru or let her know that he was there watching her. His would was starting to open again cause of the haste that he made getting back to Iga. And now he couldn't hardly move himself let alone protect her being injured. 'I won't lose sight of you Chizuru.'

X

Chizuru was shown to a room in the large tent that was sectioned off from Souzou, Suzuki, Katsu and Sanosuke. She let out a sigh as she sat down on the cot and watched the fire of her oil lamp on the ground burning.

The flashes of her friends, not knowing how badly they were hurt or if they died along the way back to Osaka or Kyoto was proving to be hard on her. Blowing the lamp out she rolled over and curled up under the blanket they had given her. Silent tears fell from her eyes as she thought about her last moments with Toshizo. 'I have to get back to them. I have to.'


	4. Chapter 4

Chizuru walked next to Souzou with Katsu and Sanosuke behind them. Captain of the second division behind them and the rest of the army following suit. They had been walking all day and she was starting to get tired. But she wasn't going to say anything. It would be at least a week before they got to Osaka and she didn't want them to think of her as a burden. She was worried that if they thought that, that they would leave her on her own.

Souzou glanced down at Chizuru with a smile. He could see it in her eyes that she was tired. He didn't think that they would be able to make the time that they normally do with her. Or the injuries that some of the other men had as well. "Chizuru?"

"Yes?"

"Tired?"

Shaking her head no she smiled up at him. "I am fine."

"Right. Yeah, I see it all over your face and in those eyes of yours. You are tired. Don't worry we won't just drop you cause you get tired. With the injured that we have anyway we figured we wouldn't make great time."

"I see. I am sorry to add to your burdens."

With a laugh Souzou looked back straight ahead. "Don't give me that. We would be going this slow even if you weren't with us. We won't push our men hard like others do."

Sanosuke let out a loud laugh. "Like the Shinsengumi? I hear they are like slave drivers and only care about getting to that next rank."

"Sanosuke!"

Chizuru glanced back at the cowing child then back up to Souzou who was now stopped with a glare for the child. Blinking she looked back and forth. Not knowing what to do with this now cross side of Souzou Sagara.

Souzou crossed his arms. "For your information Sano I was actually talking about the Imperial Army. I told you before that the Shinsengumi aren't much different from us. They just happen to be on the opposing side of our beliefs."

"But they are. That makes them the enemy."

"That doesn't mean that you get to disrespect them. They are good people who are fighting for what they believe and what they hold dear. Just like we are."

"Yes sir."

Now walking on Chizuru looked up at him with worried eyes. "He doesn't seem to like the Shinsengumi much does he?"

Glancing back at the boy he sighed. Both of those boys were like sons to him. "He doesn't and for good reason actually. While the ones responsible were dealt with swiftly he still remembers what happened."

"What are you talking about?"

Not wanting to talk about it where Sanosuke can hear he turned and smiled at the boys. "Cheer up. There is a stream not far from here. Why don't you go and see if there is a good place to pitch camp for us?"

His shame at having been scolded gone Chizuru smiled as they ran through them and straight ahead laughing about how each was going to find a better spot than the other. "They act like brothers."

"In a sense they are. They were from the same village, but never knew each other. Back before the war started. The Shinsingumi wasn't under who it is now. Isami Kondou may be my enemy but he is a good man and deals with things. He was working his way up when a group of one of the Captains slaughtered the village. Sano and Katsu barely survived. They happened on each other when going through the carnage of the town. I found them about a year ago. He has always seen them as enemies. They could be fighting on our side or us on theirs and he still wouldn't trust them."

"I see. What happened to them? You said it was dealt with."

"The Captain of the 3rd division at the time was actually a friend of mine. His name was Katsuie Imagawa and was an honorable man. And thought he lead an honorable group of men. After I found them and they told me what happened and I heard the name, I took them with me and confronted them. Katsuie himself cut down his own men. Then before anyone could stop him took his own life."

Gasping as she covered her mouth Chizuru felt her eyes swell with tears. "Why did he do that?"

A warm smile on his face Souzou looked down at her. "He did it to atone for what they had done to the village and so that he could die with honor."

"I see."

When they reached the clearing both he and Chizuru joined the rest of the men in laughing when they saw the boys wrestling in mud. "They should have been twins."

The rest of the evening Chizuru spent going from injured to injured to make sure everyone was okay then joined Souzou and the other higher ranks around a fire for a meal herself. Before long though, she knew she was going to have to relieve herself. Standing she smiled. "I must excuse myself for a moment. I won't be long."

"Don't go far Chizuru. Stay where we can hear you."

"I will." Chizuru then walked off toward the woods carrying a small oil lamp. Finding a nice thick bush relieved herself then turned to head back toward the camp.

"Chizuru."

Gasping she turned shocked eyes to find the bright amethyst eyes of Yamazaki starring back at her. She sat the lamp down and rushed for him and hugged him when she got to him. Her voice never leaving a whisper. "Yamazaki! I am so glad you are safe!" when she stepped back from him she let tears fly down her face. "How are the others? Did they all make it out on time?"

Yamazaki smiled as he held his side. "They are fine. Isami actually sent me back to find you and I found you with them. Are you alright?"

"I am. They do not know that I was there with you guys. They think that I was just a passing civilian."

"Let them think that. I will go on to Osaka. I will arrange for our men to escort you back to Kyoto from there and send word to Vice Commander that you are alright. He has taken not knowing about you the hardest."

"I see."

"You are not a…"

"No. They have actually been really nice to me. But I can't wait to be back with those I know and know I can trust."

"That won't be long."

Chizuru nodded her head then started to reach for the oil lamp when she noticed a single blue rose in a sea of red. "A blue rose." She picked it then walked back toward the camp. Letting tears flow in knowing that everyone was safe. The rose gave her the excuse to cry.

Seeing her face stained with tears Souzou stood up as she walked back into camp. "Did something happen?"

Shaking her head no as she sat down and blew the oil lamp out she held up the blue rose. "This is why I am crying."

"How can a flower make a girl cry?"

Turning to Sanosuke she smiled warmly at him. "Because this is a flower that my father use to look for when he would travel Japan and bring it home to me. I loved them. One time he found one and it was still fresh when he got home and he put it in my hair. It just reminded me of my father is all. I do hope we find him when we reach Osaka."

Souzou smiled as he reached over and took the rose from Chizuru. "It is a rare sight to see a wild blue rose. But it is beautiful isn't it."

Nodding Chizuru whipped her tears. "Father use to say that the sight of the blue rose was a sight of pure beauty. But that it paled when compared to mine." Then she sighed as she looked up at her bangs that hung in her face. "Then I had longer hair I could style."

"Why is your hair so short?"

"Father thought it best for the long journey to disguise me as a boy for safety."

"He did a horrible job."

"Huh?"

Souzou smiled as he turned her to face him and tucked the rose gently behind her right ear and pulled the tie on her hair to let it cascade around her neck, just bellow her shoulders. "No matter how you dress, I will always be able to tell you are a woman."

"How? We fooled many men along the way."

"Your eyes. Your eyes hold a beauty and an innocence that only a woman with a pure heart could hope to hold." Then he sat back and smiled his approval. "Your father was right. It does pale in comparison to you."

Chizuru felt the flush of a blush race to her face as she turned her eyes away from him. Her heart was racing and she didn't know why. "Thank you very much."


	5. Chapter 5

Two more days have passed and they were making slow progress. Chizuru figured that with where they were it would take them another week at least before they reached Osaka at their pace. But she knew that there waiting for her was Yamazaki and some of the Shinsengumi. And they would be her way home, safe and sound.

But glancing up at Souzou and then back at Sanosuke and Katsu she had to smile. She tried not to let herself but she had grown attached to the three of them and would miss them. 'I only hope that they don't hate me when they find out the truth of why I was on the battle field to begin with.'

"Everyone stop!"

Chizuru looked up at Souzou and saw the hardness of his face and then looked straight ahead. It was the imperial army! She ducked her head and stepped behind him. 'Oh man not them!'

Glancing back at Chizuru Souzou then turned to the imperial army. "You have brought orders for the Seikihoutai?"

One horseman nodded as he rode up. "There is an uprising not far from here. About a days travel that way. You are to go at once and assess the situation and then irradiate them if need be."

"I see. We have injured that cannot fight. Our army would not do very well I am afraid."

"Mine will return back to Osaka. Yours will quell the rebellion. If you do not, then you will all be killed and deemed traitors." He then turned his horse and road through the army he lead and back toward Osaka.

After they were out of sight Souzou glared as he crossed his arms. "Damnit!"

Chizuru sighed. It was going to be a few more days than she thought. 'I hope that Yamazaki doesn't worry too much about me.' "Souzou?"

With a sigh he dropped his arms and his head. "I promised I would take you straight to Osaka with us, and we have wounded that are in no shape to fight. How do they expect us to put down another rebellion!?"

Flinching at his rising voice she bowed her head. "I am sorry."

With another sigh he reached out and made her look up at him with a smile as he cupped her face with his hand. "It isn't your fault. It is the army. I know what I want for this country but I am doubting that either side in the war will do what is right for the people."

Suzuki sighed. "I have to agree with you. But we can figure out what to do later. I have no doubt that that bastard isn't somewhere watching to see what we are doing. We better head that way."

Following along with them Chizuru sighed as she looked toward Osaka when they turned and went off trail. 'I will be there soon Yamazaki. I promise.'

Looking up at Souzou as they walked she let worry play on his face. Something just didn't feel right about this. "Souzou?"

"Yeah?"

"Are you sure this is a good idea?"

Sighing as he dropped his head. "No. I have a feeling that even more of our men are going to be lost in this fight. But until Suzuki and I can figure out how we can back out and not be found and killed we have to do what they order."

Sanosuke and Katsu both let out gasps as they looked up at their captain. "Captain! We aren't going to side with the Tokugawa are we?"

"No. When Suzuki and I figure it out we are just going to disappear for a while. Not fight for either side."

Chizuru sighed as she walked along with them again. But she couldn't shake the feeling that something really bad was about to happen to them. Something sinister was in the air. 'But how can I tell them this? They will just think I am scared but it is like it was at the Ikedaia Inn. There is something in the air that I don't like.'
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By that evening Chizuru found herself standing between Sanosuke and Katsu while Souzou and Suzuki stood over maps of the area to try and figure out the best course of action. But she still couldn't shake the feeling that nothing was going to go as planned tonight. 'This is going to be bad.'

"Souzou Sagara."

Turning to see the man who gave him the order, and the way he let his eyes land on Chizuru Souzou glared as he moved to stand between him and Chizuru. "You came to make sure we did our job?"

"No. I came to tell you that your service for the Imperial army has done quite good. The Seikihoutai has turned most of the commoners against the Shinsengumi and the Tokugawa. That is all we really wanted from you and now you are going to be no more."

His eyes narrowing Souzou reached for his sword. "What?"

"The Seikihoutai is done. When the war is over and the promises you made to the people are not kept the Seikihoutai will take the fall. You are nothing but a false army."

Glaring Souzou's face twisted in anger. "After all we have done for the Imperial Army and you are just going to throw us away like this!"

"You helped turn most of Japan against the Tokugawa. That is all you were ever intended to do. This wouldn't be happening, you all would not have to die here had you not opened your mouth about lower taxes and such. The fact that you and all your men, the girl and kids behind you are all going to die." Then he turned to leave the tent.

Souzou turned and looked at Suzuki who only nodded. He then ran to the back of the tent where Chizuru and the kids were and sliced a whole in it. Grabbing her hand he pulled her. "Come on Chizuru! Boys! Now! Suzuki don't you die on me!"

Chizuru tried her best to keep up with him then suddenly there was maddening gunfire and she could hear the screams of the Seikihoutai army die. "Souzou!"

"I promised I would keep you safe. I made the same promise to the boys and I will keep it. Even if he does die Suzuki is going to make sure we at least get…..Damnit!" Then his body jerked as a bullet imbedded itself in his right shoulder.

"Souzou!" Chizuru fell to her knees and could hear the feint shouts of the men coming toward them. She looked around frantically and saw where there was a tree that hung out over the water and ran to it, seeing a space big enough for them.

"Captain open your eyes!"

She ran back to them and lifted him from under his arms. "I will do my best to save him right now we have to get him out of sight. Come on boys help me get him in the water and under the tree roots."

Once they were in the water he started to turn his head and she clamped her hand down on his mouth and whispered in his ear. "Shhhhhh. You saved my life let me save yours."
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The sounds of gunfire echoed around them as they heard the screams from the men she had traveled with for the last few days. She closed her eyes as tears drained through them. 'I hate war!' Then she heard the sound of footsteps stop just on the road by the tree and her eyes went wide.

"They went down through here."

"I don't see them."

"I am telling you that…"

"Hey! Get back up here the rest of them are scattering!"

"Damnit. I wanted his head."

"Whose?"

"Sagara's. Oh well, least I got him back for the shit he put me through."

"Come on lets go."

Sanosuke and Katsu looked at each other with a glare and started to move when the turned shocked eyes to Chizuru who slapped them in the back of the head. Sanosuke glared harder. "He was Captain's Lieutenant. He turned on us and…"

"And what good would running with the two of you and me and getting shot show him? If the two of you run off and get yourselves killed. Stay put." 

The sounds around him were dull and sounded like they were a million miles away as he listened. Slowly he started to shove his eyes open a little. Enough to see the horror on the looks of Chizuru, Katsu and Sanosuke. 'I am going to let them down. Leave them alone again.'

Then his eyes fixed on Chizuru. He had fallen for her nearly instantly. Even though he knew she supported the Tokugawa. And had a suspicion that she was there with the Shinsengumi. But as a person she was beautiful and caring. Even helping to heal his men. 'And I don't even get the chance to try and be with her. Oh well, at least she won't have to watch me die knowing how I feel.'
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After what seemed like hours the sounds of screams and gunfire were gone. They didn't hear anymore victory shouts and they didn't hear any more footsteps. "I wonder if they are gone." Chizuru looked straight up.

Without saying anything Katsu and Sanosuke both moved out from under the tree and smiled. "We will go and see Chizuru. Don't go anywhere." Then they were gone from the tree and back on the bank. They looked up and went wide eyed when they saw somke. Moving through the trees and not on the trails so that if anyone was still up there they made their way toward the smoke. Which was right where they were at before hell broke lose.

As they got close they stopped and looked in horror. All of the imperial army were there, and all the men they had gotten to know, and fought along side, save two were in a huge bonfire! They were burning them! Katsu slammed his small fist into the side of a tree with a glare.

Sanosuke gasped and pointed toward the left when he saw Suzuki! "Look."

Both boys crept along the tree line and got to where they could see what was happening. Both glaring when they saw. He was tied behind his back and forced to his knees in front of the general that caused all this to happen.

But it was what they heard, and what happened next that struck them to the core.
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"Where is Sagara? Where did he go?"

With a glare Suzuki looked up at the general and smiled. "No clue. Hopefully he got away so he can come back and one day make your life hell before he kills you." Then laughed when he was backhanded across his face. "I bet Katsu or Sano could hit harder than you just did."

The general glared down at him and sighed. "Fine I will make you a deal. You tell me where he would have went, and I will let you live. Even let you have some fun with that pretty little thing too."

His eyes narrowing Suzuki glared. "Lets say I did tell you. The second your eyes touched her he would have seen your head roll. Knowing what you want her for, you disgust me. I can't believe that I left the Shinsengumi to serve pigs like you. I know one thing, if I thought for one second I could get out of this alive, I would go back to them. I bet Souzou would go with me. But I aint no fool. I will be joined in that fire at some point along with my men."

Then general glared down at him. "Yes indeed you will. Though, they were set on fire after they had been killed. You won't have that luxury. Do it."

Though he struggled, Suzuki knew that Sanosuke and Katsu were there. Though no one else saw them, he did. "One more thing before I get burned into a steak."

"What is that?"

"I had a message delivered to Isami Kondou of the Shinsengumi. We had a feeling something like this was going to happen so I gave an order to have a message sent to him."

"What was that message?"

"That I, Suzuki Mikisaburou am calling in the favor that he owes me. And that he takes the imperial army down the only way that the Wolves Of Mibu know how to do. That the general with the fugly mask is mounted on a steak over a marked grave for me! He owes me and those are my orders!" Then before anyone could react Suzuki shoved the men on either side of him away and fell backwards to land on a sword that pierced his heart. "I know that he will get my message. I know it." Then he let his eyes meet with Sanosuke's just before they closed. Clear that they were his last orders to them.
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Chizuru was shaking from the cold now and knew that Souzou was doing the same thing. "Where are they?" Then she heard a plash and tensed until she saw them with tears rolling down their faces as they looked at her. "Well?"

"We will tell you later. We need to across the river with him. It is still too dangerous to be on this side."

Seeing the fear in their eyes, mixed with anger and frustration she nodded. Together with their help they got Souzou out of the water and onto the bank across the river. Dragging him to a bush she sighed as she sat down behind it with him. "Before we go any further I have to do something to stop the bleeding. Do you two want to help me?"

When they nodded she smiled. "Sanosuke come here and push down here on his shoulder. Even if it looks like you are hurting him. Don't let up and push with all you got okay?"

"Okay."

"Katsu I want you to come with me. You are going to hold some plants and roots I need to get to stop the bleeding and any infection."

"Okay."

Once all the herbs and things were gathered Chizuru set to work and the first thing she did was remove the bullet from his shoulder and then ripped the bottoms of her pants to make a bandage. "Now we have to move but…."

"Chizuru."

Looking down into his pain hazed black eyes Chizuru gasped. "You don't need to be talking right now."

"Just take the boys and go. Get back to Osaka."

With tears falling from her face she shook her head no. "I refuse. I won't leave you to die. You didn't abandon me and I won't abandon you!"

"Chizuru."

The sound of a voice she had not heard in ages came to her ears as she turned around to see her father standing there. "Father!"
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Koudou smiled at his daughter as she rushed to him and threw her arms around his neck. "My child." He held her for a moment as he let his eyes take in the severity of the situation. He would have been a perfect one to give his elixir too. But to truly make day walkers he needed Chizuru's blood to do it. "What is going on here?"

Her eyes pleading as she looked up at him she held onto his clothes. "Please you know so much more about healing than I do. Help me save him! He saved my life and I want to save his! Please!"

"It is a lost cause Chizuru. I no longer work for the Shogun. I haven't for a while. I have been working for the Imperial Army on some research. I have made great progress. Come my daughter and together we will change the fate of Japan."

Jerking away from him she glared up at him. She didn't want to think that what Toshizo said was true about him. But it clearly was. The elixir that turned Sannan and Heisuke into those monsters was all created by her father. And even after the Tokugawa ordered it stopped, he was still doing it knowing what happened to them! Two men that she cared for deeply were going to die before they were supposed to because of it! "Get away from me."

His eyes narrowed as he took a step toward his daughter. "You are going to come with me one way or another."

Pulling her kudachi Chizuru glared at him. "I will not. And don't go near him. I will save him on my own without any help from you!"

"Don't give me….." But then Kodo stopped when he sensed another presence near by to them. Though he was sure that they didn't know he was there. There was someone there watching and his rage was not at the Seikihoutai or Chizuru. "Fine. I will leave for now. But I will come back for you and nothing will stop me from taking you with me."

Chizuru watched as he seemed to vanish into the night and then fell to her behind. "I can't believe that he would….." Shaking her head she turned to two small confused faces and sighed. "I promise I will tell you everything after he is in the clear. I will tell you all everything about what just happened. Right now I need you two to trust me."

While he could see on his friends face, Sano knew that he could trust her for some reason. He just knew it. "I trust you Chizuru. Captain trusted you. And now I will trust you."

Glancing down at his captain who was breathing really shallow Katsu then turned to Chizuru with pleading eyes. "I will trust you just like Captain. Just please don't let him die."

Falling to her knees next to him she smiled as she looked down at him. "I promise you that I will do everything that I can to not let him die."

Though he could hear what was going on Souzou could sense the reason why her father walked away from them. And he knew now that her father missing was not the case. So his other assumption that she was there in Iga with the Shinsengumi was the only other possible situation. But he would not fault her for lying. They were enemies at the time after all. And he would be willing to bet that the presence that he felt was a Shinsengumi as well.
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Breathing hard both Chizuru and the boys finally stopped at the break of dawn. They were far enough away from the last site to be seen with a fire. The blanket that Katsu snuck back to get was helpful for dragging Souzou along the ground. She and Sanosuke pulled him along while Katsu covered their trail behind them.

Going to gather firewood Sanosuke gave Souzou a sad look before he walked off. Katsu headed toward the stream to try and catch something to eat for them. Dropping to her knees Chizuru let tears fall as she looked at him. She cared about him and the boys and didn't want to see them die if she could do anything about it. 'But will they still let me help them after I tell them the truth?'

"Here is the firewood Chizuru."

"Thank you Sanosuke. Will you go down and help Katsu try and catch some fish for us? I am going to look at his shoulder again after I get a fire started."

"Okay."

Setting up a place for the fire Chizuru got a nice sized fire going and pulled him over to it so that he could be warmed by the fire as well. His clothes were still soaking wet. He was still in some sort of a hazed sleep and she didn't like it. "I wish you would wake up."

Hearing a twig break behind her she turned with a start, her hand going for her blade then sighed when it was only Yamazaki. But then her eyes darted toward the river. "The boys?"

"They are sitting and waiting for fish. Chizuru you are unharmed right?"

Nodding as she relaxed a little and her eyes once again fell on Souzou. There was something about him that drew her to him. But she didn't know what this pull was. "I can't leave him Yamazaki. He was our enemy at the time yes but he knew I did not side with the Imperial Army. I think he questioned the story about my father as well. But he kept me safe. He got shot trying to keep me safe."

"I know. I have never left your side since that night by the roses Chizuru. With what has happened though, and how he tried to save you, neither Toshizo or Isami hurt him if you wanted to tell him the truth."

"I have to tell him the truth. You saw what happened when my father showed up didn't you?"

His eyes going wide. "I did not? When was that?"

"Right after we got him out of the water and on this side of the river. I just got the bleeding to stop and took the bullet out when he showed up and wanted me to leave. Said that together I could help him change the path of Japan. I didn't want to believe it but he is still making that stuff."

His eyes narrowed Yamazaki never let his eyes waver off of him. "What happened?"

"I told him to go away. I wasn't going with him. But Sanosuke and Katsu heard the whole thing so I have to tell the truth about why I was there that day. The excuse I gave when I woke up was that I was there with my father. But after what happened between he and I they know I lied."

"He just left?"

"Hai. Just before Katsu snuck back to the Seikihoutai camp and got the blanket."

"I was back at your side as the boy went across the river. No doubt he sensed me approaching and thought there were more Shinsengumi coming with me." Then he jerked his head up. "The boys are coming. I will be close if you need me just call my name."

Chizuru looked up and Yamazaki was just gone. When the boys got there she set to work cleaning the fish and getting things ready for them to eat. The whole time she was hoping that Souzou would wake up. 'Please wake up. Please.'
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Sitting in a tree where he could sense her and hear her if she screamed Yamazaki tried to make sense of why the Imperial Army would have turned on one of their own like they did with the Seikihoutai. But he did know that for what he did to make sure that Chizuru stayed safe and unharmed that neither Isami or Toshizo would hurt him. They wouldn't trust him so to speak. But they wouldn't kill him either. 'I have to get her home. Or help him do it one or the other.'
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"Chi…..Chi…..Chizuru."

Jerking awake Chizuru turned to see pain filled eyes looking back at her. "Souzou!" She jumped over and laid a gentle hand to his face and smiled. "Finally your fever has broke."

His eyes never wavering from hers. "Katsu….and….Sano….suke?"

Brushing his sweat soaked hair from his face Chizuru smiled as she shook her head. "They are fine. They went to the river to catch us something to eat. They have helped me a great deal since you got hurt."

"How….long…."

Touching his lips with her finger Chizuru sighed. "You have had a fever and in and out of consciousness for five days now. I was starting to worry that you weren't going to wake up. So were the boys. Just rest and get your strength. I promise when you are strong enough I will explain everything. Okay?"

With a sigh as he let his eyes close Souzou smiled. "Okay." Then he drifted off into another sleep. But this one he wasn't breaking as heavy in. This time he could clearly hear everything, and not mumbled or hazy either. 'I wonder what her truth is going to be?'

Chizuru smiled as she watched as he entered a peaceful sleep. Not one that was restless and deep. 'Thank God he woke up.'

"We are back Chizuru!"

Turning around she smiled as tears streamed out of her eyes. "Shhhhhh. He just fell back asleep."

Katsu and Sanosuke looked at each other and then to Chizuru as they dropped the fish and rushed to the other side of their Captain. "He was awake? Does that mean that he is going to be okay?"

Nodding Chizuru smiled. "He isn't completely out of the woods yet but that fever is gone and he was awake long enough to ask about the two of you."

Their eyes dancing as they looked up into hers both boys smiled and laughed as they high fived each other. Then they looked down at their Captain and sighed. "We have to tell him what we heard Chizuru. About what Suzuki said. I wonder if he will be willing to do it or not?"

With a smile Chizuru looked over at him and winked. "Don't you remember him and Suzuki talking about had admirable the Shinsengumi were even though they used to be your enemies? I am sure that if it was something that Suzuki wanted that he would be more than willing to do it."

"But we have to go to Kyoto to see them and the….."

"Enough."

Sanosuke's eyes went wide as he turned to see Souzou glaring at him. "Captain."

His eyes narrowed. The way they talked about Suzuki it was clear that he was dead now. "Tell…..me. What…did he say."

His eyes looking down as he fought not to let his tears spill, Sanosuke sighed. "He said that he wanted to let Isami Kondou know that he was calling in the favor that he owed him. That he was to take down the Imperial Army the only way that the Wolves of Mibu know how."

With a sigh as he closed his eyes. "Then as soon…as I can walk….we head for…..Kyoto."

"But Captain…."

"They aren't all as bad as you think they are Sanosuke. A promise is a promise. I guess now is as good a day to tell you guys the truth about why I was on the battle field that day." Chizuru looked up as all three eyes looked at her. Though in Souzou's she could have swore she something more in their depths as he met her tear filled eyes.

Dropping her head and her shoulders Chizuru sighed. "I was out there that day fighting along side the Shinsengumi. None of us knew anything about the Seikihoutai or what they stood for. All we knew was that you guys sided with the Imperial Army and that is who we were fighting against. I tried to flee along with several other men but I tripped at hit my head that was when everything went black. When I woke up I was sitting in the Seikihoutai camp."

His eyes wide Katsu just looked at her. "So that is why when your father showed up you sent him away. You lied to us about your father because….."

"Because I didn't dress like the Shinsengumi. I thought that since I was with the Imperial Army if I played the innocent bystander that it might save my life. I thought for sure that if you knew why I was really there and who I was there with, that you would have killed me on the spot. The times when Souzou scolded you both about dogging the Shinsengumi I wanted to speak up to tell you that he was right about them all." Then her eyes half closed. "Well most of them. One of them still scares me but that is thanks to my father."

"Chizuru…Yukimura. That…..is y our…..real….name…right?"

"Yes." Chizuru narrowed her eyes and didn't even try to hide the venom that came out in her voice as she spoke about her father. "Though when he showed up he revealed truths to me that I never wanted to think that my kind sweet doctor father could have been capable of. The man that was my father is dead and gone now. I do not know who the man is that took his place."

Smiling as he closed his eyes Souzou let out a small sigh. "So you had every intention on slipping away from us in Osaka to go to the Shinsengumi base there didn't you."

"I did. But I didn't expect there to be so little difference between you and the Shinsengumi. I see both sides, I understand both sides but I just don't like the fighting. And my father has made it worse."

Leaving his eyes closed Souzou smiled. "Don't worry Chizuru. We can't be seen in any town at all. Not even you until we get to Kyoto. The Imperial Army is not going to make a move on us when we get to the headquarters of the Shogun and the Shinsengumi. I hope some more camping is going to be alright with you."

With a smile as she whipped tears from her eyes Chizuru nodded. "Not at all. Souzou. Could…"

"I have known he was nearby since your confrontation with your father. I could hear you but couldn't open my eyes or say anything. Call him. The more to protect you and the boys the better."

"Him?"

Chizuru stood up and looked down into the confused faces of the boys. "A friend from the Shinsengumi has been nearby all this time. Susumu Yamazaki. He has been helping to keep us safe from anyone who would hurt us."

Sanosuke's eyes hit the ground as he sighed. "If Captain says to bring him here I won't say anything. But I won't like it."

Chizuru then gulped some air and then placed her fingers in her mouth and let out a shrill whistle and then smiled as Yamazaki seemed to drop out of now where to stand next to her. "Yamazaki this is Souzou Sagara, Katsu and Sanosuke."

"Sanosuke?" Yamazaki blinked as he looked down at the pint sized Sano. "He resembles Sanosuke."

Glaring as he crossed his arms Sanosuke turned his back to the Shinsengumi. "I resemble him because I am him."

Smiling Chizuru laughed. "Not you. One of the Captains of the Shinsengumi. Sanosuke Harada."

Yamazaki sighed as he turned and met the pain filled eyes of the Seikihoutai Captain. "I have been following you since I saw Chizuru with you. The first time she knew of that was the night you camped and she brought he blue rose to camp."

"I see. So then you know….."

"Yes. I know what the Imperial Army did to you and that for that we are both on the same side now. Whether it is by choice like in the Shinsengumi's case. Or force like yours. But I do know that my report to Toshizo Hijikata and Isami Kondou will spare all your lives."

"Report?"

"On how you all risked your lives to keep Chizuru safe. Not many of the Captains will admit it but having her with the Shinsengumi has made things more light hearted. Her not being there has put a black cloud over the Head Quarters."

"I can see how that would happen."

Chizuru stood there with the boys looking back and forth between Souzou's black eyes and Yamazaki's amethyst ones. There was a quiet conversation going on there and she wasn't sure how to read it. But at least they were being civil to each other. Then she smiled as she sighed. 'If only they would let Souzou and the boys in the Shinsengumi. That would make it perfect. I don't know why but the thought of not being near him makes me sad.'
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Three days have passed and Chizuru once again found herself smiling as she cleaned fish that the boys caught for everyone. With Yamazaki there, and his medical knowledge on how to treat Souzou better than she could, he was getting better and better each day. He was even sitting up on his own now, and with the help of her and Yamazaki could walk somewhat now.

But then her smile faded as she looked up to see Sanosuke once again sitting away from everyone else with a scowl on his face again. She knew why too. Yamazaki and the fact that she was in fact a Shinsengumi. After she had the fish cleaned and wrapped so they could bake in the fire, she walked them up and sat them under the rocks and then turned to head to Sanosuke.

Yamazaki looked up and blinked. "Chizuru?"

Smiling over her shoulder she giggled. "I think it is time that I talk to him."

Souzou smiled as he let his eyes close. "I think that is a good idea." Cracking his eyes open again he watched as she sat down next to the boy. "She has a way of getting through to him and Katsu. I have never seen someone get through to them like she does."

Nodding with his own smile Yamazaki nodded as he kept his eyes on her. "That is true for those of us in the Shinsengumi. We raided a hotel one night. The only two that could let Toshizo know he was in the wrong place was her and myself. We were ambushed, I was able to hold them back from getting to her, and she ran and told him. When she got there and she heard the screams of wounded and dying inside, without a thought for herself she rushed inside to help. She has left quite an impression on us."

Smiling as he dropped his head and closed his eyes Souzou didn't say anything in response. He knew from the get go that she was a Shogun supporter. And from that second, just the way she carried herself he thought she might have been with the Shinsengumi. But he still fell in love with her. He knew that the life he could offer her was not one that she deserved. 'I will keep quiet about it.'
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Sitting down next to Sanosuke she sighed when he moved a little further away from her. "I am still the same Chizuru that you knew a week ago Sanosuke."

Not even looking at her as his eyes narrowed at the ground. "No you are not. You were there fighting against us. You are our enemy."

"We are on the same side now. Remember? Just like I said before, I would rather no one fight. I don't see why this whole thing couldn't just be talked out. That would be ideal." Then she let a single tear fall from her face. "Then I won't have to worry about those I care about being hurt or killed. On either side."

Turning a glare on her Sanosuke balled up his fist. "What are you talking about both sides?"

Smiling as she cast her eyes back to Souzou and Katsu sitting with Yamazaki. "There are all the captains of the Shinsengumi that I have become very close with. A few of their men too. Like Inoue. And Yamazaki." Then she turned the same bright smile around and looked him right in his eyes. "And then there is now you, and Souzou and Katsu. I don't want to see you three get hurt either."

Still trying to glare, Sanosuke would never admit that he could see why she would say that. He wanted to hate her for lying to them about who she was with that day. But he did already love her. She treated him almost like a son, just like Captain did. "Yeah right. If I was to die tomorrow you wouldn't care."

"Not true." Her eyes taking on a sad look. "If anything were to happen to you I would be devastated. You, Katsu and Souzou are very special and important to me now. And you always will be no matter what." Then she shocked him as she hugged him. "He told me what happened to the village you two grew up in and how it was handled. I understand why you hate them so much, but the ones I know are nothing like that. Please just give them a chance. For me?"

Sanosuke tried to get from her arms, but her words hit something in him and he let tears flood his eyes. "I can't Chizuru."

"Please? For me? Just give them a chance. I bet you would get along with Heisuke."

The desperation in her voice and the tears she cried, Sanosuke sighed as he dropped his head. "Why can't I ever tell you no. Alright. I will give ONLY this Heisuke a chance. That is the best you are going to get."

"And you will come back to the group with us?"

"Fine."
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"Captain Hijikata! Captain Hijikata!"

Looking over his shoulder from where he stood with Sanosuke and Shinpachi Toshizo blinked. "What is it?"

Sliding to a stop Inoue smiled as he held the note out. "We received word from Yamazaki! It is about Chizuru!"

Gasping as his eyes went wide Toshizo snatched it and opened it. His face glared, but you could also see the relief that swam through his eyes. "She is alive."

Glaring now themselves, Sanosuke and Shinpachi both waited. Then Sanosuke sighed. "Come on Toshi what else is there?"

Folding the note and crossing his arms Toshizo sighed. "I will tell everyone. I will go get Isamu, you guys go get the others. Meet me back here."

"Right."

After going and getting Isamu, Toshizo now found himself surrounded by everyone. "As you all know, Isamu sent Yamazaki back to the battle field where we all last seen Chizuru. He did not find her there, she was however with the Seikihoutai."

Heisuke jumped to his feet with a gasp. "The enemy has her and he hasn't gotten her yet!"

"He made his presence known to her. They were headed for Osaka, and it was planned that he would slip her away from them there, and have her escorted back here. But it seems that those of the Seikihoutai are now on our side now. A masked general from the Imperial Army staged an ambush, and killed one of the two captains." He then sighed as he dropped his head. "Chizuru was in the middle of it, but Souzou Sagara, and two small boys that he let follow him around risked their own lives to make sure that Chizuru was not harmed. They are all to be spared."

His stone face let a glimmer of worry fly through his eyes. "Where are they and what are they doing?"

"Chizuru is healing Souzou's shoulder from where he was shot. He was not clear on if it was going to be just him and Chizuru returning, or if it is going to be him, Chizuru and the other three. But they were not going to go through towns."

Crossing his arms with a sigh, Isamu narrowed his eyes. "That means that it is going to be at least two weeks before we see her again. No matter what way they go, to avoid towns altogether they will be at least that long out."

Standing and headed for the door Toshizo let out a slight growl. "I don't like that either, but at least we know that Yamazaki is with her and she is alive. We can all rest easy with that. But the sooner she gets back the better."


	10. Chapter 10

The moon was high in the sky, and once again Yamazaki and Souzou found themselves the only ones awake. Though, with the occasional glance to the Seikihoutai captain Yamazaki knew that look he had in his eyes. It was the look of a man in love. And Chizuru had that sparkle in her eye but he doubted she knew why.

With a sigh he smiled as he dropped his head. "You going to tell her at all?"

Looking over at him with blinking eyes Souzou arched an eyebrow. "What are you talking about?"

"That you are in love with her. Don't tell me you are not it is written all over your face."

Souzou sighed with a smile as he looked over at the sleeping woman in question. "I will not be telling her at all. It is what is best."

"For you or for her?"

"Both." Closing his eyes as he dropped his head, Souzou sighed and smiled. "I am a traitor in the eyes of the Imperial Army. And only a few of the Shinsengumi know that they turned on us not the other way around. Everywhere I go I am going to have to look over my shoulder. That is no life for someone like her."

"I see." Yamazaki smiled as he dropped his own head. That was a noble thought, but to see her happy, even Toshizo would put them all under the protection of the Shinsengumi or ship them out of the country. But he wasn't going to pry into it. 'I just hope he realizes what he has in her before he breaks her heart.'

X

"Daddy!"

"Ah Chizuru!" Kodo lifted his small daughter into his arms and spun her around. "I am sorry I had to work so late princess."

Hugging his neck, Chizuru giggled. "That is alright daddy. I am just glad that you are home."

Carrying his daughter into her bedroom, Kodo laid her down in bed. "Now my princess you need to go to sleep. Don't worry daddy is here with you."

Curling under the blanket so she could look at her father with a bright smile. "Father why were you working so late?"

Reaching out and brushing her bangs from her eyes, Kodo smiled. "You are old enough to know the truth now. You really want to know? It is something exciting and will change the future of Japan forever."

Sitting up now Chizuru nodded. "I do daddy! Please tell me. Can I help?"

"You are the key my dear princess. I have been able to make a drink that will let me transform into a different person."

"A different person?"

"A demon to be exact. Though I am a mere imitation compared to what you will be able to do when you grow up my dear."

Blinking Chizuru wasn't as excited anymore. "Daddy I am not a demon. They aren't real."

"I assure you Chizuru we are real. And you will become mine one day and bear my children."

Turning her head with a start Chizuru screamed and held onto her father when she saw a man with white hair, horns and red eyes standing in her room. "Daddy! Who are they?"

"That is Chikage Kazuma. He is a demon and has the long sword to your short sword. You will marry him one day and give birth to a demon even stronger than you and he."

Looking up at her father, she screamed as she let go of him and fell backwards. Scooting back against the wall. "Daddy why?"

Kodo smiled as he laughed an evil laugh along side Chikage. "Because we can. It will happen and your friends from the Shinsengumi and Seikihoutai will fall at our feet. See."

Turning to look behind them, Chizuru saw the dead bodies of everyone she cared about most in this world. Their blood running toward her on the floor, soaking her bed then her feet. She looked up to see the hands of Chikage and her father reaching for her with wild eyes and crazy laughter. She sucked in a wild breath and let out a mighty scream.

X

Jerking awake with a scream Chizuru shot straight up by the fire. Instantly felt strong arms wrap around her. Flinching she turned and looked up to see Souzou holding her from behind. She let the tears stream from her eyes as she fell into his chest and sobbed. Holding onto his clothes for dear life. Thankful that what she just saw was only in a dream.

Everyone awake now, Souzou sighed as he looked down at her while he held her close. "What happened Chizuru?"

"I…..I…I…..had a ni…ni…..ni…nightmare."

"What was so bad it has those beautiful eyes of yours crying so hard."

"My…..my….father."

Leaving it alone, Souzou just sighed as he held her while she cried. He knew the others were staring at him. And the look in Yamazaki's amethyst eyes were clear. He knew the meaning behind her words and he wanted to know what they were. Soon as she was sleeping again.

And it didn't take long. She cried into his chest with such force that it was only a mere hour or so before she was sleeping again in his arms. Still clinging to him. With a sigh eh brushed her bangs from her eyes and then sighed. "What is going on Yamazaki? And don't tell me nothing. The boys have told me that her father was talking about something to do with her blood. And I have seen strange things lurking about at night in some of the cities and villages. There is a connection isn't there?"

With a sigh Yamazaki dropped his head. They were still a week out from Kyoto. And the closer they got the more of a chance of running into Chikage and his goons increased. As well as her father. They had to know the Shinsengumi's dirty little secret, in order to keep her safe. "Fury."

"Fury?"

"That is what those strange things are called. Tokugawa ordered Chizuru's father to make a drink called Water of Life. Though it isn't that at all. If a human was to drink it, they would develop the healing abilities, speed and strength of a demon. But at a price. Their insatiable blood lust drives them mad."

Sanosuke glared at him. "No one can do that. Demons don't even exist."

Turning a glare on the young boy, then landing soft eyes on Chizuru he sighed. "She is one. And there is one that is after her. Chikage Kazuma. He wants her, and has tried many times to take her by force but the Shinsengumi wouldn't have it. The closer we get to Kyoto the more of a chance of running into him."

"So her father is the one who created them?"

"That's right."

Katsu then had himself a question. "But Yamazaki, why would he need Chizuru's blood?"

Looking down at the boy with confused eyes, Yamazaki arched an eyebrow. "What are you talking about?"

"Her father. He told her that her blood was the key to stopping something. Could that be it?"

Turning back to Chizuru, Yamazaki had wide eyes. "She didn't tell me that. I do not know why, but if that is the case, it is even more imperative that we hurry and get her back to Head Quarters. Where she will be protected better."

Souzou nodded as he looked down at the woman asleep in his lap. "The boys and I, if you think they will allow it will stay for a spell. Just until her father and this Chikage are dealt with. You understand right?"

"Yes. I understand."
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Two more days have passed. Chizuru sighed as she once again found herself preparing fish that the boys caught. Glancing over her shoulder she was glad that Souzou was stronger now, and that Sanosuke at least did join them. Though he refused to acknowledge Yamazaki, he at least wasn't isolating himself anymore from everyone.

Looking back down she smiled. They still had a long way to go before they reached Kyoto. But then she looked back at Yamazaki with an arched eyebrow. Remembering something Heisuke said to her on their way to Iga. "Yamazaki?"

"What?"

Her eyes meeting his amethyst ones. "On the way to Iga. I was walking mostly with Heisuke."

"Yes?"

"He told me something about just before he joined the Shinsengumi, that he and a few of his friends had a cabin between Kyoto and Iga. Near Soraku."

Blinking as he walked up to stand next to her, Yamazaki crossed his arms. "Well I am not sure where we are but why are you bringing it up?"

With a serious look she kept her eye contact with him. "I was wondering if they had any supplies left in it. Anything from an extra blanket to perhaps some food or anything that we could use since we can't go through towns."

Pulling all eyes to him as he slowly stood and went to stand on the other side of her Souzou smiled down at her. "That is actually a good idea. And we are actually really close to Sorako." He then turned and winked at the boys. "Who wants to help me explore and find a cabin for a night or two?"

Chizuru laughed as both boys jumped to their feet and the shine in their eyes when she first met them flew into them. Watching as they ran off as Souzou walked away from them she sighed as she turned and went back to getting the fish ready. 'I am going to miss them when they leave.'

"Chizuru."

"What is it Yamazaki?"

"I see it. You should tell him. It might do more than you think it will."

Not even looking up she sighed as she let her shoulders slump. "I am really that obvious?"

"To someone who knows you as well as I do. Yes."

Standing as she headed back for the campfire she shook her head side to side as she let out a small sigh and laugh. "I can't tell him Yamazaki. He speaks honorably about the Shinsengumi, but he could never be one of them. I know that. And I care about you, and Inoue, and Toshizo and everyone else too much to turn my back on you. It is better this way."

"I doubt that Commander Hijikata would agree with you on that one Chizuru." Laughing when she gave him an odd look he shook his head. This was going to be a pain in the ass in one way. He knew how Toshizo felt about her without him saying it. But it is clear that she loves Souzou as much as he admitted he does her. 'Toshizo will just have to get over it and let her be happy with the one she loves.'

X

"What!?"

His own eyes glaring Isami ripped the message with their new orders from Tokugawa. "That damned bastard is ordering all the Shinsengumi back to Osaka and then once we are all there we are to board a ship and head for Edo."

Jumping to his feet Shinpachi glared. "But Chizuru and Yamazaki aren't back yet and we don't know what way they would be coming! We can't really leave without them can we!?"

Walking in with a rather forced concerned face Sannan sighed as he cleared his throat. "That can be solved simply enough. After our defeat at Iga, the Imperial Army is sure going to be looking for us to make a move. We leave a unit at a time and go under cover of darkness. Some around from the East and some around from the West. That would be the only two ways coming from Osaka that Yamazaki would bring her. That is how we will find her."

Nodding Toshizo sighed. "That is a good point. We start that tonight."

"I volunteer to head out first and to the East." Sannan turned a serious look to her. "With just Yamazaki with her and a former Seikihoutai Captain the sooner we get to her the better."

Not hiding the glare he had for his best friend Toshizo shook his head no. "No. You are now the head Captain of the Fury Unit. They are going to be the last to leave and tie up loose ends along the way. I need you for that." He then turned to the others. "This is how we are doing it. We leave two at a time. Hiesuke. I want you and Isami to leave and head to the East at sunset tonight. Sanosuke and Shinpachi the two of you go for the west tomorrow night. The next, Souji and Hajime will for the East." He then turned and looked at his friend. "If we go in pairs it would mean more eyes and safer. You and I will be the last to leave. You will go west and I will go east that night. Cleaning up any loose ends that we come across."

With a glare for himself, Sannan kept his eye contact with Toshizo. "With her with the enemy, even with Yamazaki the faster that we can get to her the better it is. You know that Toshizo. And the Fury Unit is faster than anyone here."

Standing face to face with his old friend, who had changed to someone he didn't know after he got hurt and drank the Water of Life. And he seems to have taken an unhealthy obsession over Chizuru and it was time that he come out with it. "Why do you seem to think that you are the only one who can get to her fast and help protect her? Yamazaki is not a liar and you know it. The man and the two kids she is with risked their own lives to make sure that Chizuru lived. They are not to be touched by you or anyone else. But this goes deeper than just being worried about her doesn't it?"

"I don't know what you are getting at Toshizo. If you want to accuse me of something just come out and do it. Don't beat around the bush."

"I want to know what your recent obsession with Chizuru is? Every time I turn around you are spying on her from the shadows. I see it in her eyes there is something that you are saying or doing that has a look of fear in them. What is going on Keisuke?"

Closing his eyes with a slight smile Keisuke sighed as he fixed his glasses on his nose. "She is the key and I am certain of it. Her blood can quench the blood lust of a fury for weeks not hours. With her blood, the Fury Unit could be sustained and….."

"Enough!" Toshizo was clenching his fists as he glared into his eyes. "Unless you know a way to take just a small sample of her blood and duplicate it, it is never going to happen. Demon or not she is not going to be used as a feed bag for anyone! That was a botched experiment that Tokugawa never should have put faith in. And I will not allow you to use an innocent women who knew nothing of what a Fury was until she became involved with us. Forget it Keisuke."

Hardening his glare Keisuke also clenched his fists. "Whether I tap into it or her father either way the result will be the same and you won't be able to stop it at all Toshizo."

Stepping closer to Keisuke, and pleased when a level of fear leapt into his brown eyes, Toshizo narrowed his eyes and evened out his voice. This man was one of his best friends in the world. One of very few men who knew who he truly was to his very core. But he would fight this man to the death if he had to do so to uphold what was right and what was wrong. And it was clearly time that he understood that without a doubt. "Know this Keisuke. You are one of my best friends. One of few who know me as well as you do. But if you try to go anywhere near Chizuru, I will stand in your way. In her Father's way. In Chikage's way. And I will fight to the death for her."

"Because you are in love with her? Or you want to exploit her for what she is and what her healing could do for you!?" Keisuke regretted his words the second they came out, but before he could say he was sorry he felt a pain in his gut from where Toshizo punched him. "Damnit!"

"I care about her more than just a person we are protecting yes. Could it mean that I love her, maybe but it would never work between she and I and you know it as well as I do. If we lose this war everyone here is a marked man and she won't live like that if I can help it. But never question my intentions on protecting her for personal gain. You know better than that." Then to make sure that he could keep an eye on him, without warning he brought his hand down and hit him in the back of the neck sending him on down to the floor with a thud.

Turning to Sanosuke and SHinpachi he sighed. "Take him to his room. Use the ropes we know work to restrain the Fury's and tie him then leave him. I will tend to him until we are the last two left. Heisuke you still leave tonight."
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Another two days and once again Chizuru found that she couldn't help but smile. The night they had in the cabin was refreshing to say the least. She was able to find a basin and clean up. As well as some things to bring with them. Though Souzou and the boys refused to let her carry anything.

Though she smiled though she couldn't help but feel like something big was going on. She couldn't explain it but it was like something big was going to happen that would sweep all of Japan into chaos in its wake. The closer they got to Kyoto. With every step she took this feeling has been growing, and yet she had no clue what it was!

"There you are Chizuru!"

Gasping as she looked up to see Kimigiku falling to kneel before her Chizuru blinked then smiled as she shocked the woman and hugged her. "Kimigiku! How are you? Where is Sen?"

"Here I am Chizuru!" Rushing from the bushes Sen grabbed Chizuru's hand and started to pull on it. "You must come with me this time. Please!"

Chizuru pulled her hand from the girl's and sighed. "I can't go with you Sen. I need to go back to…."

"They are leaving Chizuru. All the Shinsengumi from Osaka to Kyoto are on the move. They will not be there when you get there."

Stepping back with wide eyes Chizuru gasped. "What do you mean? They wouldn't just leave without us! I know they wouldn't!"

"We know not what they are doing My Lady. However with these two only to protect you from Kazuma Chikage, who is searching as well, you would be a sitting target."

Stepping up and around to stand before Chizuru with his arms crossed, Souzou glared down at the shorter woman, and the taller one as she stood. "She doesn't want to go. And I will not allow this Kazuma Chikage to touch her."

"You don't understand what he is!"

"A demon." His black eyes narrowed as he stood his ground. "Demon or not I swore to her that I would escort her safely to the Shinsengumi that is what I will do."

Sen glared up at him. She knew what she was about to say might hurt Chizuru but she needed to go with them! "So you would lay your life on the line for a demon? You know that is what she is right? She is not your kind!"

Gasping as she dropped her head Chizuru hugged herself. He knew that Kazuma was a demon. Yamazaki must have told him that. She didn't know if he was going to take the news she was good or not. The thought of losing him made her want to cry! But it was what he said next that made her gasp as tears spilled from wide eyes.

Holding his ground Souzou didn't budge. "I have known she was a demon for a while now. What her blood says she is and what I see her as are two different things." He glanced back at her still bowed head and sighed. "Her blood says she is a demon. But what I see her as is an innocent woman who got caught up in things she cannot control. One I swore to protect until she is back with those that she cares about. Back with those who will protect her when I cannot. It makes no difference what sort of blood is under her skin."

With wide eyes Sen could only look up at him. He had an aura about him that she had never seen on a human before. She looked around at Chizuru with a sigh. "You really will not come with us then? The tides of this war are changing and once again it is wise for demons to go into hiding. You really do not want to go with us?"

With a smile as she lifted her head Chizuru nodded. "I really want to stay with them and find the Shinsengumi. I appreciate the fact that you are looking out for me, but I will be fine. You will see. I promise."

Rushing around to hug her Sen sighed. "I can at least say that I tried. Here take this. It is a place where you can come if you want. Kazuma would not dare come there for it is protected by my family. If you could talk your friends into coming they would be welcome as well. Deep in the mountains where you would be able to live your life free and full of love and happiness from everyone around you if you so wish it."

Taking the scroll Chizuru slid it in her shirt and nodded. "Thank you Sen. I may take you up on that one day if I can talk everyone else into going with me."

Another hug and the women were gone, Yamazaki looked up at the sky. It was already starting to get dark. "We should make camp."

Looking up at him Chizuru smiled then turned to the boys. "Do you two want to help me get some fish again?"

"You bet!"

Watching as she walked off Souzou smiled as turned to go gather some wood. "I will get the wood tonight."

"Right."

X

Standing before the heap of charred bones, the masked man glared as he kept his hands fisted at his sides. He wanted to know what the Seikihoutai had on the man who gives him his orders. And he wanted the girl. And then there was that Kazuma. "Damnit all to hell."

"Sir what are your orders?"

Turning to his men he threw a hand out. "Search both sides of the river and find anything that looks like tracks, blood anything! I want to find that damned captain! Report to me the second you find something!

"Sir!"

X

Leaving the men to make faster time and further ground, Isami and Heisuke matched each other as they ran. They had been running for what seemed like hours. Their legs felt like lead and their lungs burned. Not a word said between the two of them.

They had one focus. To get to Osaka as fast as possible this way. Hoping that they would find Chizuru and bring her along with them. And her companions. That was the main thing right now. Getting to her and making sure that she was safe. Nothing else mattered to them in the entire world.

X

With a glare, Kisuke walked in his room and then slammed his fist through his desk. "Damn that Toshizo! He doesn't seem to care if I live or die so long as she stays safe! Her blood could stop the progression of madness in me and every other fury that we have!"

"Captain you are needed in the court yard."

Turning to glare at the door as he threw it open to find one of his unit standing there. "What for?"

"I don't know. Commander Hijikata told me to come and get you."

Walking past his man Kisuke glared as he stormed through the compound to the court yard. Once there, Toshizo was no where in sight. Yet every Fury that hadn't had to be killed as of yet for madness was standing there. "What is going on you said that Hijikata was here?"

One man turned and glared. "Most of us were tricked into drinking the Water of Life or forced to drink it to save our lives. We are not happy with what we have become. And we found out what your plans were for Chizuru. Only a few of us didn't know her. The rest of us have known who she was since she came here."

Glaring as he reached for his sword Kisuke narrowed his eyes. "SO what? You plan to take me down so you can have her blood for yourself."

"Fool! We will not use her for that!"

Kisuke then gasped as all of his men, the only men he could command anymore turned on each other with swords drawn and struck their own hearts! "But….." Then their dust flew into the wind. He didn't know what to think of this! He thought they would want a way to cure the madness that was going to set in at some point not take their own lives.

Stomping his foot as he glared at the scattered blue and white jackets he narrowed his eyes. "You fools. I could have cured you all from the madness if you just give me a little more time!"

"They told me about this. That they would rather take their own lives than be one of the others that killed innocent people." Walking out into the moonlight Toshizo glared at his friend. "And none of them were willing to use Chizuru as a feed to keep their wits about them."

Stopping to stand in the middle of the jackets Toshizo closed his eyes as he clenched his fists. "What of it Kisuke? What will you do? I will not let you go anywhere near Chizuru. Would you really kill me to get to her for your own selfish gain?"

His rage flaring as his eyes turned red and his hair turned white, Kisuke drew his sword and aimed it at his longtime friend. "I will not die. And she is the key. So yes Toshizo. If I have to take you down to do that then that is what I will do."

"You are sick." Toshizo then pulled his katana and charged at Kisuke. Though his heart broke at what he was about to do, his face did not show it in the least. But it had to be done. No one could make more of those things. And the sooner they found Kondo and subdued him the better. Win the war or not if they could stop the Furies it would be something!

With a feral smile, Kisuke also charged at his friend. He didn't want to kill him and would have thought that he would have wanted to see him live on not die a mindless beast! 'Too bad Toshi.'
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Jerking awake, Yamazaki fell from the tree and was joined by Souzou before a now waking up Chizuru he glared. "You sense it too don't you."

"Yeah. Someone is coming and fast."

Wide awake now Chizuru was joined by Sanosuke and Katsu as they waited to see what was going to happen. Who was coming? Could it be from the Shinsengumi? 'Could they be coming to find us could that be why Sen say them leaving?'

Tensing as they now heard the running steps of two, both Yamazaki and Souzou had their swords drawn, then Yamazaki gasped as the figures started to become noticeable. "Wait."

"What?"

"I think that is…." Then smiled as they skidded to a halt in the fire light, "Isami. Heisuke."

"Where is Chizuru?"

"Isami! Heisuke!" Chizuru charged from around the two men and hugged first Isami then Heisuke. Stepping back she whipped the tears from her eyes. "I am so glad that you two are okay."

Falling down on his backside, Heisuke laughed. "We were thinking the same thing about you."

Looking up at Isami, Yamazaki was confused. "But Commander you knew we were coming. And Sen was here telling us that everyone is leaving the bases and headed for Osaka. What is going on?"

Standing now and getting his breathing even he glared into his amethyst eyes. "That Bastard Tokugawa. He ordered everyone to Edo. Every last member of the Shinsengumi."

"Why?"

"He didn't say. He has turned into someone who I don't know since the war really started. He better not turn coat on us."

"You are Isamu Kondou?"

Looking down at the small boy with spiky hair, Isami blinked. "I am. Who are you young man?"

"My name is Sanosuke." Tears welling up in his eyes, and Katsu's eyes who stood next to him. "This is Katsu. We have a…..a…a…" Taking a deep breath as the tears fell from his eyes he looked up at him. "We have a message for you from Suzuki Mikisaburou."

With a stern face as he crossed his arms, Isami nodded. "I see. Mikisaburou was a good man. Followed what he believed in and was a good friend. Tell me son, what is his message."

His eyes narrowing as he heard Suzuki's voice in his own head he did not stutter, even though tears gushed from his eyes. "Just before he killed himself so the Imperial General couldn't he said. 'I Suzuki Mikisaburou am calling in the favor that he owes me. That he takes the imperial army down the only way that the Wolves of Mibu know how to do. And that the head of the general with the fugly mask is mounted on a steak over a marked grave for him."

"I see. So he wants his favor called in." Hearing the sniff from the children he bent down to a knee and cleared his throat. "Don't worry boys. Even if we don't win the war, and even though Suzuki and I were on different sides, I respected him as a man and a warrior. I did owe him one. I will make sure that if nothing else, the general that caused his death is taken down. And his head placed on a steak over a marked grave."

His eyes wide as he looked up at him, Sanosuke didn't know what to say to him. Finally he was able to utter something out as he dropped his head. "Thank you sir."

Sitting back down as she smiled, Chizuru leaned against a tree. "Who else is coming?"

Sitting down as well, Isami watched as she smiled when Souzou sat next to her and let her lean on his shoulder. The sparks between them were clear. But as a fugitive of the war now that the Imperial Army has turned on them, he would have to sneak them out of the country. Somewhere they can have a peaceful life without looking over their shoulders.

With a sigh as he smiled he crossed his arms. "Well Sano and Shinpachi are going toward the West. Souji and Hajime are coming up behind us." He smiled as he took his headband off and used a dagger to carve a message in it. "We will leave this for them to let them know to just go on to Osaka. That was the plan with the others as well."

"Toshizo?"

"He is going the west. He would have left tonight."

Blinking as she looked between them as they glanced at each other, Chizuru knew there was something they weren't telling her. Then she realized what name they didn't say. "What about Kisuke?"

"Well that is complicated."

"Complicated?"

Glaring at him, Heisuke sighed. "Oh jeeze Isami. She will figure it out sooner or later someone is going tell her so you might as well."

"But we don't know what happened."

Blinking as she looked from one to the other, Chizuru was confused. "I don't get it what are you two talking about?"

Turning to her Heisuke sighed. "To be blunt about it, Kisuke has been acting like a jackass. Soon as we got word of what Tokugawa wanted us to do, everyone started asking if we were going to do it or wait for you. Kisuke came in and said that Yamazaki would only be bringing you from the west or east, so to go that way each night and someone is bound to catch up to you. When Toshi told him that he was last to leave with him, he got mad and they fought about it."

Dropping her head as one hand grabbed Souzou's clothes she sighed. "It is because of what I am that he is so concerned about where I am and who I am with."

"Chizuru you don't….."

"He already knows sir." Yamazaki dropped his head. "You and Commander Hijikata can punish me if you see fit, but I told him everything. About the Furies, demons and Chizuru. I felt that he needed to know the truth if he was to help me protect her until we got to HQ."

"I see. You will not be punished. I would have done the same thing."

A silent tear falling from her eyes she let out a shaky sigh. "I hate saying it. But he scares me. And I am glad that Toshizo didn't let him come first. He scares me. Every time he gets close to me to talk to me he always says that soon I can help him with the key to stopping his madness that sets in from that stuff."

Looking up at each other, with serious looks. Then Heisuke's look turned into a glare. "I think he knew that she was coming from the East. When you think about it, the Sekihoutai camp was on the East. He was adamant about going first and going for the East."

"That had to be it." Yamazaki crossed his own arms. "I didn't say anything about what way that we were coming, just that I was following them with her."

Feeling her shake, Souzou sighed as he dropped his head. "It is late and we all could use some sleep. I will sit up for a while and keep watch."

"But Captain!"

"Now."

"Yes sir."

X

It wasn't long before everyone else was asleep except for Isami and Souzou. Opening his eyes he looked over at him, and how Chizuru lay her head in his lap. The way he methodically ran his hand through her hair. It was painfully clear with the look in his eyes as he looked at her. "You know even if you are planning on it you won't be able to walk away from her."

"I will do it. Once I know she is safe and her father and this Kazuma Chikage is gone."

With a smile as he closed his eyes once more, Isami laughed. "If you say so. If you would have told me that two years ago a beautiful young woman would come into the lives of the Shinsengumi, and even had us questioning orders just to make sure she was safe. I told have told you that you were a liar and if it did happen I would walk away from her to keep my men safe. But right now, I think I would have the entire Shinsengumi on my head for it. She has a way of getting under your skin. So do be shocked when you can't just walk away from her."


	14. Chapter 14

"Stop!" Hajime slid to a stop and looked down as Souji did a few feet behind him. It was a message left on Isami's headband.

"What is it?"

Lifting it up and reading it he smiled. "They were coming this way. Isami and Heisuke are with Chizuru and Yamazaki as well as the Sekihoutai members."

With a smile Souji dropped his head. "That's good. Now we can rest for just a little while until the men catch up to us. Then just head on to Osaka like we were supposed to do in the first place."

"Indeed. However we won't go slow. With Sanosuke, Shinpachi and Toshizo in the West, they won't slow up not knowing what is going on." Looking up at the sky he sighed. "But at least she is safe."

"Strange huh? How one ordinary looking little girl could have thrown the Shinsengumi for a loop." Sitting down now Souji was still breathing heavy as he leaned back against a tree."

"Indeed." But then his eyes narrowed as he crossed his arms. "But still. There are a few things that we need to do first as the Shinsengumi before I suggest that we are disbanded."

Jerking up to him, Souji had wide eyes. "Suggest that we are disbanded in the middle of a war! Are you insane!?"

Turning his blue eyes on Souji he was serious. "No I am not. However, with how the war is going, and the recent strange orders from Tokugawa. I am sure that Isami and Toshizo are feeling it too. It isn't exactly like they seem to really be fighting back. All of the Tokugawa supporters and troops are being sent into situations and getting cut down. Including some of our men."

"I get that. But to just give up…" Then he looked down and sighed. "Well what are the things we need to do?"

"Koudou Yukimura and Kazuma Chikage need to be dealt with before we can do anything. Seeing as Kisuke has already been dealt with."

His eyes looking sad, Souji dropped his head as he crossed his arms. "I wonder how Toshi is doing right now? Of all the ones of the Shinsengumi, Toshi, Kisuke and Isami were the last ones I thought would turn on each other like that."

"I am sure he is not happy with it or himself. However, no matter how close a friend he was, he could never turn his back and let Kisuke do something that he knew was wrong and shouldn't be done. Especially to someone like Chizuru."

"Yeah."

X

His amethyst eyes narrowed as he ran as hard as he could. Having sent the rest of the in disguise through the towns to make sure that everyone else is on the move as well. But his thoughts were on Chizuru. He was in love that woman. She didn't know how to take a hint to leave him be, and managed to work her way into his heart. But he was incapable of giving her the love and life that she deserved. And that did not include letting someone use her as a feed bag for his own selfish gain. No matter how good of a friend he was or not.

Though he would be lieing if having to kill one of his best friends for any reason wasn't hard on him. But he had to do what he had to do. Now he only hoped that someone found her, and when he reached Osaka, she would be there and safe and sound.

X

Stopping for the night again, Chizuru once again found herself sitting with Sanosuke and Katsu as they worked to get some fish for everyone to eat. She for one would be thrilled to get to Edo, at least then she would be able to make something other than fish. But at the moment she looked over at Sanosuke as he sat next to her with his eyes down and sad. She hadn't seen him like that since the day after the attack on the Sekihoutai. "Sanosuke what is wrong?"

"I know what you and Captain say. I know what Suzuki use to say. But I don't know….after what happened the last time the Shinsengumi were around before meeting Captain….." Dropping his head he sighed. "I am just not ready to let any of the Shinsengumi in. I don't want to trust them."

"You trust me don't you?"

"You are different Chizuru." He smiled up at her for a moment and laughed. "I would trust you no matter what."

"Why is that? Especially since you know that I was with the Shinsengumi the last battle."

Looking back down at the water he sighed as he half smiled. "That is because I don't think your heart is a Shinsengumi. If it was, then you wouldn't have said the prayer over the Sekihoutai like you did. And you wouldn't have risked your life to keep me, Katsu and Captain alive." Looking back up at her with a nod and a big smile he laughed. "That is why I trust you."

With a sigh as she dropped her head, she looked more sad than happy at what he just said. "To me, I don't see any of us on sides. The Imperial Army betrayed you. And that makes you their enemy just like me and the Shinsengumi."

"But I can't believe that the army as a whole has done this to us Chizuru! I say it was just that one general in the mask that didn't like it because in a fair fight Captain would kick his ass!"

Jerking around to look at him with shocked eyes, Chizuru couldn't believe what came out of his mouth! She understood it, but at the same time, she knew in his heart of hearts that he knew better than that. "Sanosuke…."

"Hey kid. First of all you really should learn to control your language in front of women. It isn't something they like and you should always respect them."

Looking up to find Isami Kondou there, Sanosuke turned away from him with a glare. "I am sorry Chizuru I didn't mean it."

"Come with me."

"No."

"I don't care what you do or do not think of the Shinsengumi boy. I want to talk to you about Suzuki."

"I said….."

"Go with him now Sanosuke."

Flinching at the sternness of his voice, Sanosuke dropped his head and stood as he walked into the woods with this Shinsengumi. He hated it, but he would never disobey an order. Once they stopped he kept his hands fisted to his sides. "What do you want?"

"I already talked to Souzou about why you hate us so much. I wanted to tell you that I am sorry for the conduct of those men personally." With sad eyes he sat down and leaned against a tree. "A lot of people don't know it, but the honor and code that Shinsengumi stand for is not like what most people think it is."

"You don't have honor."

"Actually we do. No women. No children. Above all they are to be protected. Do not fight dirty. There are so many of them in our code, that it is hard to remember. But there was one. One added in by a very close friend of mine. And one of the strongest members of the Shinsengumi that I had ever known. Until our beliefs drew us apart."

Looking up to see Sanosuke glare as he dropped his eyes. He was at least really listening. "You see his name was Suzuki Mikisaburou."

Jerking up to look at him Sanosuke glared. "You liar! He would never befriend you! He told me! He joined the Shinsengumi cause he wanted to do good. But he left because all you ever do is evil!"

"Not ture." Standing to look down at him with stern eyes, Isami crossed his arms. "You see I knew Suzuki before there was a Shinsengumi. He helped to found it and make it what it was. IT wasn't the Shinsengumi and the way we did things why he left us. He wanted something different than to be under the thumb of the Tokugawa. It had nothing to do with the Shinsengumi. We shook his hand and watched him leave. Suzuki and I smiling as he left. He was doing what a man does and following his own heart."

He sighed when he realized that the boy was just as stubborn and hardheaded as his Sanosuke. "You know what I know the perfect thing to do and the perfect person to do it."

"What is that?"

"You fight with my Sano. You really try to hurt him. If you can at least scratch him, you don't have to like us. If not, you will at least be open minded about us."

"If I say no?"

Pointing back toward Chizuru he glared down at the boy. "Then that is the only one here that you are going to hurt like that. If you care about her like you tell her you do, then you shouldn't make her feel like she has to pick sides because she cares about us in the Shinsengumi and you."

Watching with wide eyes as he walked away, Sanosuke knew what he was saying. He knew it was true. But he didn't like them! He hated them. But he did love Chizuru, and he was right it was like he was trying to make her pick sides.

Dropping his head he headed back to camp. He wouldn't act like that until they got to this Sanosuke they know in the Shinsengumi. Then he would prove that they are nothing and be done with it all together. 'Watch me!'


	15. Chapter 15

It was late by the time everyone got back to Osaka. Sneaking in a back way that Isami showed, them, Souzou carried a sleeping Chizuru in his arms. Looking up at the glares he got, seeing as he was still in his Sekihoutai outfit he hardened his eyes. He wasn't a threat to them, nor the woman in his arms. Now it was time for Isami to prove his point.

Stepping in front of them Isami glared. "Souzou Sagara found Chizuru and kept her protected and safe even when the Imperial Army turned on the Sekihoutai." He then relaxed as everyone lowered their weapons and smiled. "Are there any other captains here?"

Giving a bow as he stepped forward, one of the men nodded. "Yes. Captain Harada and Captain Nagakura are here."

"Good. Where are they?"

"Right here. Good to see you are all safe." Sanosuke looked around Isami to see Chizuru in his arms and smiled. "Good to know that she is safe too. When we got here a little while ago we were hoping we didn't miss her."

Looking over his shoulder Isami smiled. "Indeed." Turning to see Inoue come up he smiled. "Inoue. Show Souzou Sagara here where to take Chizuru. Then I want you to sit with her."

"Yes Commander."

Looking at Souzou he winked at him. "Once you lay her down, come right back here. You will want to see this."

Blinking as he looked at him then down at Sanosuke with a confused look he sighed. "Very well."

Reaching out and grabbing the kid Sanosuke by his shirt Isami stopped him the clamped his hand over his mouth. "You are not waking her up but you got a bet to keep your end of."

Glaring up at him he stopped fighting and relaxed. When he moved his hand he crossed his arms as he stepped away from him. "And I will don't you worry about that one."

Looking up at all the blinking and confused faces, Isami laughed. "Well first I think the boy and one of you need a formal introduction. Sanosuke Harada, meet young Sanosuke. He aint got a last name at the moment….."

"I don't care what Captain says I will have his last name one day! I will be Sanosuke Sagara!"

"Okay….But Isami…"

Looking into Sanosuke's shocked gold eyes he crossed his arms. "Long story short, before you, Shinpachi and Heisuke joined the ranks of captains, there were two others. Suzuki Mikisaburou and Katsuie Imagawa. Suzuki, he just left because he had a conflict of beliefs than we did. He left on good terms with us and if he were still alive to this day would be good friends with me still. The other was captain of the third division. Katsuie was a good man, but for some reason the men under him were not so much and they destroyed these boys' village and killed their families."

"I see. Still don't know what that has to do with me?"

"It actually has to do with Chizuru more than you Harada." When everyone turned back to see him, Souzou stopped before everyone. "He cares about Chizuru and she does him. But he has a chip on his shoulder since that happened and refuses to accept that not all Shinsengumi act that way."

Nodding Isami smiled. "So I made a bet with him, since I saw how hard it was getting on Chizuru, who defends us to anyone. Having one person you care about dog everyone else you care about doesn't help either. He goes at you Sanosuke, with all he has. If he can scratch you, he can do what he wants. If not he sucks it up and deals with it since they are gonna be with us for a while."

Looking at the glare in the boy's brown eyes, Sanosuke smiled as he turned and pulled the sword out of one of his men's sheath and tossed it to the ground before the boy. "No time like the present to do it right kid?"

Picking up the sword, Sanosuke took his stance and glared as he smiled a feral smile. "That sounds good to me." He then ran at him with a yell and swung the sword, his eyes going wide when he dodged it. Again he swung at him, again nothing. Turning with a glare he took up his stance. 'Damnit he can dodge I will give him that. So how about this!'

He then charged at him but in mid-motion turned his sword and came at him a different way. When he jumped he sliced up but then gasped as he dodged it in the air and tripped him up making him land with a thud on his back. Glaring at him as he sat up he gripped his sword with all he had. "I won't give up!"

With a smile as he crossed his arms, Sanosuke laughed. "Kid I can do this all night. So whenever you feel free to admit that you can't touch me is fine with me."

"I will never admit anything like that to you!"

Souzou sighed as he closed his eyes. Sanosuke needed this. He didn't understand why he refused to see that the Shinsengumi are people just like the Sekihoutai were. And fought and lived with the same pride and morals as they did, just were loyal to different sides.

After what seemed like forever, Souzou stepped up as a breathing heavy Sanosuke tried to push himself up on shaky legs. "That is enough Sano."

"I can do this Captain! I can!" Sanosuke nearly got to his feet when he fell to the ground on his hands and knees again breathing hard. 'Damnit!'

"That is enough Sanosuke. You have lost."

"I haven't!"

Stepping to stand over him with crossed arms and a cross face he shook his head. "You have lost. You have worn yourself out trying to do what you cannot do."

"But I…."

"Need to accept the fact that we don't have a side anymore. The Imperial Army turned on us and tried to slaughter us. The Tokugawa will see us as the enemy no matter what because we didn't side with him when the war started. I understand that with what happened…."

"I can't! What they did! I can't just ignore it and pretend that nothing happened!"

"I am not telling you to Sanosuke!"

Flinching as he jerked his head up, Sanosuke had never heard him raise his voice like that. But it was the glare in his eyes that made him want to just fall over and cry. He was disappointed in him. He dropped his head as he sat back on his feet. "It is hard for me to even be open minded about the fact that some may not have done what happened Captain. The things I had to watch them do to the people of my village. To my mother and big sister. My father. I can't just ignore that and pretend to like someone I really don't."

Shocking everyone it was Harada that sat down in front of him as he laughed. "Look kid no one here is telling you that you have to become our best friends. Just don't act like a hard ass when Chizuru is around. We all care about her and don't want to see her upset."

"Neither do I!"

Smiling into his teary glare he shook his head. "When she hears you constantly talk about how much you hate us knowing how much she cares about us what do you think you are doing to her kid?"

Dropping his head he sighed. "I…I…I…."

Reaching down and helping him to his feet Souzou sighed. "You need to learn to trust others. The fact of the matter is, it could have been some from the Imperial Army that had done that as well. You also saw first hand what happened when they fought battles in villages after I came across the two of you last year."

"Yeah."

"So prove you are mature and rise above it."

"What is this? More members of the Shinsengumi that are falling apart? How pathetic. Just hand her over and I may just let you live to regret the side you chose."
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Everyone jerked up to see the red eyes of Kazuma Chikage standing there on the side of the compound with his two lackeys. Isami glared as he joined everyone, including Souzou in drawing their swords. His eyes narrowed as he glared. He wasn't going to let him near her! "You are not going to get anywhere near Chizuru you damn bastard. I will take your head first!"

With a laugh, Shiranui covered his face. "Do you really think with the little bit of men that you have, two of you are exhausted, and a couple of kids can stop us! I mean the ex-Sekihoutai has a backwards sword!"

His eyes narrowed, Souzou had never drawn his sakabatou. It was a skill he had not wanted the Imperial Army to know about. But that woman in the compound meant more to him that keeping a secret of what he could do. "If you think my sword is such a hindrance, why don't you come and see what I can do with it?"

Sano gasped as he grabbed Katsu. "Come on! Come on! We gotta hide!"

"Why?"

"You will see! Lets go!"

Isami looked at the kids then back to Souzou who was still as stone, his eyes locked with the demons. 'Does he even know what he is doing? How can a reverse blade do anything here!?'

With a smile, Shiranui dropped down and pulled his gun as he laughed. "What do you think you can do really? I mean I know that Akitoru nearly killed you. Getting you hit in the shoulder. If you really could do anything with that piece of junk it would have been different."

"I was only injured by him because of protecting two children and a woman. My mind wasn't exactly where it should have been to fight. Are you going to fight or run your damn mouth? Your voice is giving me a headache."

"You bastard!" Shiranui aimed his gun then laughed as others inched their feet. "What going to try to….."

"Stay out of this! I know exactly what I am doing. I had hoped that someone from the Imperial Army would not have known my true experience with swords. However it seems that I have no choice but to show it." Flipping his sword sideways he never took his eyes off of the gun. "I can handle myself."

"You know he is a…"

"It doesn't matter. Watch."

Shiranui glared as he narrowed his own eyes. "You are pissing me off. Die." Then he fired only go gasp when it clanged off the metal of his sword. But he hadn't moved! "Lucky." Aiming somewhere else, he shot again, another clang. "How the hell are you doing that!?" Then he fired six more shots until his gun clicked from being empty! "How in the hell did you do that!? You aren't a normal human but you aren't a demon either. What are you?"

"I am Souzou Sagara. The son of farmers. And your executioner." He then tapped his toe and was gone, he reappeared next to him with the blunt end of his blade making contact with his ribs, then his stomach, gone again, then back with the blade hitting his back and sending him flying. Standing he glared. "That's it."

Standing with a laugh, Shiranui looked down at his side. It was sore but that was about it. "Really that is all you can do is that? Sorry but it is going to take a lot more than that for you to become my executioner."

"Three."

"Huh?"

"Two."

"Hey bastard what are…."

"One."

Reaching for more bullets, Shiranui stopped and froze as he felt the searing pain from each place he hit him with his sword. His insides were ripping and tearing. Falling to the ground he coughed spitting up blood and then glared up at him through hazed eyes. "What the hell did you do?"

"I am trained in all but the ultimate technique of Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu."

"What the hell is that!?"

A glare on his face Kazuma met his black eyes as he stopped Kyuujyu from dropping down. "I see. I did not think anyone was still alive that knew that technique. We shall take our leave for now. But I will not stop until Chizuru Yukimura is mine."

"If need be I will never leave her side. You won't touch her."

"Agree to disagree then."

"Wait!" Shiranui then tried to stand up but fell flat on his face as he watched Kazuma and Kyuujyu just vanish. "Damn them! They just left me here! What is that anyway!"

Walking toward him again, Souzou sheathed his sword and glared down at him as he crossed his arms. "The Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu is the style known as the Flying Heaven Govern Sword. It uses God like speed and ultrasonic techniques. Using a typical fighting style, my sakabatou will not kill anyone. However, if I chose to employ the ultrasonic technique, I can attack internally. Your insides were shredded. You have at most a few moments left."

"You bastard!" Shiranui glared as the light started to fade from his eyes. He could feel death coming as he struggled to stay awake. "You bastard. I hope that Kazuma tears your head off!"

Souzou sighed as he turned and walked toward Isami just as his body stopped moving. A moment later he turned to see that he was nothing more than dust in the wind. "It seems that real demons and Furies die in the same manner. They turn to dust and are scattered to the wind like they are nothing. A fitting end to a vile creature."

Looking up at him with a glare Isami narrowed his eyes. "You know that Chizuru is just like him and yet you stand there and say….."

"No she is not." His eyes now locked with Isami's he was stern. "Chizuru may be a demon by blood. But her heart and soul say she is different. I don't care if you are demon, half demon, or human. If you have a bad heart and an ugly soul, then you are nothing but a vile creature that needs to be terminated in order to preserve peace for those are different."

"I see."

With a sigh as he closed his eyes and relaxed his stance, Souzou smiled. "Come out Sanosuke. Katsu."

Running to him, both boys were wide eyed. Sanosuke with amazement, Kastsu with shock. Looking up at him he didn't even blink. "Captain if you could fight like that all along then why didn't you do it? It might have helped in battles!"

"It would have yes. But it was not something I wished for the higher ups of the Imperial Army to know about. I didn't want to be used like the one who trained with me."

"What do you mean?"

Looking at both then smiling as he put his hands on their heads he sighed. "My friend. Kenshin Himura trained with me. He is also in the Imperial Army and the one known as….."

"Batousai the Manslayer."

Looking over his shoulder at the man with black hair and blue eyes he nodded. "That's right. Though he was tricked into it, he has the strength to get out of it. And doesn't. I wasn't going to be used like that, no matter the cause."

Hajime smiled as he nodded. "I have faced the Manslayer you talk of."

"And you still stand. He must have had an off day."

"Orders were given to us both just as the fight started to retreat. Or both of us would have fallen I believe."

"I don't doubt that."

Walking past everyone, Souji laughed. "Well I am going to go get some sleep."

Nodding Isami crossed his arms. "Indeed. It would do us all good to get some sleep. Once Toshi gets here then we will be boarding the ship and headed back to Edo." He looked at Souzou as he smiled. "You will be going to Edo with us right?"

"That's right. Until those other two, and her father are dealt with, I won't leave her side."

"Good. With your skill, we can know she is safe." He stood back as Hajime stopped next to him and sighed. "So what happened with Toshi and Sannan?"

"Sannan was slain by Commander Hijikata. After the rest of the Shinsengumi Furies slain each other."

"They did!"

"They refused to follow Sannan in using Chizuru as a feedbag."

"I see. Poor Toshi."
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Opening her brown eyes, Chizuru blinked then realized she was in a building. Jerking and sitting up she looked around but then sighed as she relaxed. Inoue sitting under the window, Souzou by her door. And the boys on either side of her. 'We must have made it.'

"You are awake."

Looking up at Souzou she smiled brightly. "I am. When did we get here?"

Smiling at her, Souzou felt his heart race again. "Not long after you fell asleep. Sano there was put in his place by Harada."

"Huh?"

"Isami bet him that if he could scratch Sano no one would say anything to him when he dogs the Shinsengumi. But if he lost he had to stop acting like such a hard ass about it." Looking at the sleeping boy he laughed. "Sano lost badly."

Looking down at the boy she sighed. "I see. I hope he does do that then. He will see that they aren't as bad as he thinks they are. At least the ones I care about aren't." Then she looked up at him with an odd look. "But I understand the boys, but why are you and Inoue in my room? I am not mad, but just curious."

"We had some visitors show up right after Sano as beaten." His eyes narrowed as he looked at the floor. He knew what he looked like now. And he would kill him, the other one and her father before he walked away from her to let her have a happy life.

"Who was it?"

"Kazuma Chikage and his henchmen." Looking up at her when he heard her gasp, he moved before he knew what he was doing and was behind her hugging her as she let her tears fall. "Don't worry. One of them is gone, and the others won't touch you Chizuru. I promised you that and I mean it."

Turning into his chest as silent tears streamed she was still shaking. Even though she felt safe in his arms. There was something about that man that terrified her. And she didn't mean because he was a demon like herself. She just knew that if she ended up getting took by him, her life for all eternity would be nothing but pure hell.

Holding onto his clothes she sighed. "I just can't help it. There is something about him that terrifies me right to my very core."

"I will protect you. So long as I am at your side you have nothing to worry about Chizuru. I promise."

"Thank you."

Then both of them looked up to see Toshizo standing there with a smile. First he looked at Souzou, then down at Chizuru. He pushed himself as a fury to get there faster than normal. In a couple of days they would be on the ship for Edo. "Sagara right?"

"Yes."

"I would like to talk to you for a moment. If you wouldn't mind." He then smiled fully at Chizuru as she whipped her tears away. "It is good to see you safe Chizuru. We were all worried about you. And relieved that you were in good hands."

Letting go of Souzou as he stood up and walked past her she smiled. "Is everyone here then?"

"That's right. We will talk soon. Hajime and Souji are making breakfast. I will have Heisuke come and get you and the boys when it is time to eat."

"Thank you Toshizo."

Another smile as he slid the door shut, Toshizo put his hands in his sleeves and started to walk. "I want to thank you for protecting her. Even though you knew that she was not a supporter of the Imperial Army."

"I could never turn my back on a woman. Let alone one like Chizuru." Then he sighed and dropped his head. "And I am not talking about because she is a demon. She has this thing about her, that I couldn't help but want to protect her."

"Which is one reason why Isami and I have come up with the plan that we have. Come in and we will tell you about it."

Walking into a room with him he nodded to Isami as he sat down. "What plan is that?"

Closing his eyes Toshizo let out a sigh. "First let me tell you this. You won't be able to walk away from that woman in there. It won't happen. You may not see it, but we have. She is as much in love with you as you are her right now. She may not know it, she can be dense. But you need to…."

"I cannot and I will not tell her anything about it Hijikata. I am sorry but I won't have her live a life with a marked man. It wouldn't be fair to her if a year from now I am gunned down. I won't do that to her."

Smiling as he opened his amethyst eyes, Toshizo nodded. "That is why once Chikage and her father are dealt with. You two can make your choice to go with Sen, or leave the country. Either one you want."

Looking up at him with shocked wide eyes, Souzou was in shock. "Why would you do that for someone whom you fought against in your last…"

"It isn't for you. I am grateful that you protected Chizuru. And that you proved to be honorable. I am doing this cause I see she loves you when she looks at you. The way she clung to you as she got upset and the way you rushed to her. We all want to see her as happy as she can possibly be. And that is going to be with you. You know it." He then sighed as he closed his eyes again. "Unless you think you can turn away from those brown eyes as they cry from a pain that you caused."

"I just don't…."

"Leaving her will hurt her more than it will make things better."

Looking up to the side as he heard the young Heisuke walk in he sighed as he looked back at the floor. "I know. I just don't want to prolong it."

Sitting down Heisuke laughed. "So if it takes two years to get Chikage and Amagiri along with her father, you are going to be able to walk away from her? Get real man even I know that won't happen. So you might as well tell her how you feel now."

Blinking as he dropped his head and sighed. "I hadn't thought about that one. I guess you are right. However, I will leave the final choice to Chizuru."

"I can't argue with that one."

Looking up at Toshizo with his amethyst eyes he narrowed his own black ones. "What do you know about her father? Now I know what the other two look like, I want to know what I can about her father. I am the only one here at the moment that doesn't even know what he looks like."

"I guess that is fair. You and those boys will need…"

"Sano and Katsu already know what he looks like. I don't know the details but he showed up right after I was shot."

His eyes narrowing, Toshizo fisted his hands. "What do you know?"

"That he wanted her to go with him, and she refused. She was rather upset about it, but you could talk to Sano or Katsu. Both boys saw and heard everything that happened between the two of them."

"I will have to do that."
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Looking up from where she talked with the boys Chizuru saw Souzou walk in with a half-smile. "I take it everything is alright?"

"Yes. Boys, they want to talk to the two of you though."

Looking up with wide eyes the boys didn't move. Matsu was the one who let his head fall to the side before he spoke. "Why do they need to talk to us Captain?"

"Just go. You aren't in trouble, they have some stuff to talk to you about when I was out of it."

Chizuru let her eyes half close as she looked down with a sigh. Her father. That was what they wanted to talk to the boys about. 'The man I used to love has turned into a source of pain for me. I don't know how he turned so evil when he was so nice growing up.'

Seeing her eyes Souzou nodded to the door for the boys and was glad when neither said a word and just left out the door and followed Yamazaki toward where Toshizo was. Moving to sit next to her, he half smiled. "Don't let that be a source of sadness for you anymore. I promised you that I wouldn't let anyone hurt you Chizuru and I will keep that promise for as long as I live."

"I can't help it. It isn't so much what he is doing, but the fact that he isn't the father that I can so clearly remember from when I was little. Growing up he was always so kind, and gentle and carrying about everyone. Even those that had nothing, he would treat them and use kind words." Dropping her head fully as she let out a long sigh she closed her eyes. "And now he has teamed up with the demon that wants me for hers personal use and wants to let him. If I give him my blood to keep making those demons. When I see him, at first I remember those good times, then flashes of what he is now. I can't help it."

With a sigh he reached over and lifted her chin up to look him in the eyes. "Chizuru. Sometimes with people we thought we knew so well, and change so drastically it is best that we look at them as already dead. Remember the good times and put the bad out of your mind."

Her eyes frozen on his black ones, Chizuru felt like her stomach was flying. She didn't understand these feelings, and they only showed up when she was so close to this man before her. Blinking she sighed as she made him let her look away. "So you are saying to say my father is dead already? How can I do that when I can see him?"

Laughing as he bent one knee and draped his arm over it he shook his head. "It is metaphorically speaking Chizuru. Think of it this way. The father you knew that was so kind is gone right?"

"Yes."

"It is like he is dead. So when you think about your dad you can still do it fondly, and not have to cloud yourself with the dilution of the man in front of her. Because he isn't your father, your father died. Get it now?"

Laughing she nodded. "Yeah I think I get it now." Then she looked up into his eyes as she let hers fill with tears. "You said that Kazuma and his men were here last night and one was gone. Which one and how did it?"

"The one with the gun. He called himself Shiranui."

Dropping her head she sighed in disappointment that it wasn't Kazuma. "Who took him out?"

"I did."

Looking up at him with startled eyes she didn't know what to say to that. "How did you? I have never even seen you draw your sword."

Laughing as he dropped his head fully and pulled his sakabatou to him he rested it on his lap. The others were going to tell her so she might as well hear it from him. "You see, I never showed what I could really do. The last one who showed what he could do is not the assassin for the Imperial Army. I only hope that they don't send him after me, I don't know how either of us could win that one."

"What do you mean?"

Pulling his sword he could feel her confused eyes on him to see it was a reverse blade. "There is a type of swordsmanship called Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu, which is ultrasonic sword techniques. If used right this reverse blade can be come just as dangerous as a typical blade. Even using the blunt end. When using them with the sharp sword, it gives it more slicing power and cuts much deeper to kill your opponent. Or with a reverse blade like mine, and the one he carries, we can attack from the inside leaving a mere bruise on the skin."

"Who is it that you are talking about?"

Looking over at her he sighed. "His name is Kenshin Himura, but his name in the Imperial Army is Battousai The Man Slayer. He mastered Battou Jutsu, a sub version of the Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu and perfected his killing. He showed it off, I kept mine secret. I hope I never have to face him because we know the same style, how to attack, counter, block, it would be a stalemate for us. I just hope his heart comes back if he does. We trained together so I hope that works."

Nodding she sighed as she smiled and stood up next to him. "Well at least you won last night and didn't get hurt that is the main thing. But I smell food so I am sure that they are done cooking. Ready to go and get something to eat?"

Laughing as he stood up and looked down at her he shook his head. "Sure." The way his heart raced when she grabbed his hand proving even more how right the Shinsengumi were about her. He won't be able to walk way without telling her tomorrow, let alone months or years down the line.

X

With a glare as he sat in the hotel room and looked at the Shinsengumi compound, Kazuma couldn't get the picture of that guy out of his mind. Someone who used the Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu so well was not someone he wanted to have to face. He moves just as fast if not faster than any demon. And the way his eyes hardened when Chizuru was mentioned proved it. It was going to be even harder for him to get to her and steel her away if he was anywhere near her. "Damn that bastard."

"My Lord what is the Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu? How can learning it make a man move that fast without being one of those Furies?"

Not even looking up at Kyuujyu he narrowed his eyes even more. "It is just like he said. In training, it forces the body to go beyond its limits. Working on pure adrenaline at first. But as a human does this over and over one of two things are going to happen. Either they are going to be torn apart from the inside cause their body doesn't adjust and do as it is told, or become a master of it. His worked with him."

"I see. That was why he was faster than we could even follow."

Slamming his hand on the side of the window Kazuma glared. "That's right. Damn him! Where did he learn that!?"

Thinking for a moment, Kyuujyu then smiled as he stood tall. "You know there is one in the Imperial Army that is a personal assassin for the higher ups. Taking out anyone in the Tokugawa that they order him too."

"What of it? I know he is Kenshin Himura. What does that guy have to do with anything?"

Smiling as he moved to stand next to the other window and look at the Shinsengumi compound he sighed. "It is said that he uses Battou Jutsu. He is known as Battouai the Man Slayer. He has taken out many, even a Flying God user."

With his own smile as he relaxed his body, Kazuma let his shoulders slump. "If we told them where the leader of the disbanded and traitorous Sekihoutai was, and personal knowledge of how good he is they will seen that Himura guy to come and kill him for them!"

"And while he is busy fighting with him, we can get her and be gone before he knows she is missing."

"Perfect. Good idea. Where is the General?"

"He is currently in Nara."

Standing and heading for the door Kazuma smiled. "Come then. We will get Koudou on the way and go pay him a visit with this information."

"Right."
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"What? You are sure about that Kazuma?"

Nodding as he closed his brown eyes, Kazuma crossed his arms. "Indeed. Had I not seen it I wouldn't have believed it but he took out one of my men using it. Boasting about it afterwards. He has taken refuge at the main compound of the Shinsengumi in Osaka."

Turning and looking at the man with red hair and a scar, the General hardened his eyes. "Himura. You are to go and work with Kazuma and attack the compound. Lie if you have to and tell them that you won't take them all out if they send out this Sagara. Understood?"

"No."

"Excuse me!?"

"I will go take him out General but I will not work with him. I made it clear that I work alone. I work better alone. I will not work with anyone. They stay out of it or I don't do it." Opening his violet eyes to show his glare he didn't move. "If you want me to go take him out. Then he stays out of it. The second I see him or sense him I turn around and walk away from the task. And go over your head."

His black eyes glaring, the general fisted his hands then sighed. "Fine. Kazuma you stay away from the compound and let him deal with the Sekihoutai leader, then you can go in right after and attack the Shinsengumi. Understood."

"Sir I have other matters that need attending too while he is doing his job."

"So long as you stay away from the Shinsengumi I don't give a damn what you do then."

Turning with a nod Kazuma had no intention on staying away from the Shinsengumi compound. He had every intention on going in from another side and taking Chizuru and leaving. Blinking, amazed at how fast he was, as well as Sagara he came face to face with glaring eyes of Himura. "What?"

His eyes narrowing, at the fact that he had to be the one to go and fight Souzou, Kenshin hardened his eyes at him. It was his fault. He had actually hoped that he got fully out of the country by now after they were turned on. But thanks to this one, he had to go and fight him. Maybe. "Why is it so important that you came to Nara all the way from Kyoto just to tell them where one man is Chikage?"

"What are you getting at Himura?"

Closing his eyes he took a deep breath as he went over his thoughts. "The fact that you claim to be stronger than anyone in the army. You don't need help. You do your own thing. I find it hard that you have to seek help with one man, unless there is something else you got going. Why do you really want to draw the attention of the Shinsengumi Chikage?"

"My reason is my own Himura. You will see when you get there. Don't worry about that one." Kazuma then turned and headed on down the path from him. He closed his eyes to hide the glare. He couldn't believe that some country kid who happened to get trained in that style figured him out. 'Oh well. Whether I get her then or I get her after Sagara is dead I don't care which. So long as I have her.'

X

Nearly a week has passed. Kenshin was taking his time going to Kyoto. Mulling over everything that he had done. Before he fought with Souzou he wanted to talk to him. Find out what Kazuma was hiding from him. He was tired of killing. He was tired of all the fighting. But he hasn't found a reason just yet to give it up.

Stopping just before he crossed the bridge into Kyoto, just as the sun started to go down he took a deep breath. 'Perhaps a talk with my old friend will help me to decide what I am going to do.'

"It sure took you long enough to get here Himura."

Closing his eyes as he walked on past Chikage, Kenshin didn't even acknowledge that he heard him. He was up to something and he had no intention on trying to figure it out. Not one.

"Fine whatever. When are you going to go fight him? Tell me that one."

"I will do things my own way. I will not be fighting him tonight if that is what you were wondering Chikage. I don't work on your time." Then he walked on.

With a glare Kazuma turned and left town. 'Damn him that bastard! I need to go get some Furies. Then I will take that bastard out the same time as Sagara and the Shinsengumi.'

With a sigh, Kenshin walked on through Kyoto. His sword hidden, and a bandage across his face to hide his scar. This city was still under the control of the Tokugawa. He didn't exactly want someone who thought they could make a name for themselves to see him and try to fight him. Right now his only destination was to go straight for the Shinsengumi compound to speak with his friend. 'Or at least I hope we can still talk as friends with what has happened to him.'

X

Standing in the door, Souzou smiled as he watched Chizuru cook with the help of the boys. According to Souji this is how she normally is all the time. Laughing and smiling.

But just as she started to turn toward him he gasped. This feeling. Something wasn't right. Someone was coming.

"Souzou?"

Looking into her scared brown eyes he forced a smile. "I will be right back. Boys make sure you help her get the rest of the food ready. No making a fuss."

"Yes!"

Giving her another smile he laughed. "Everything is fine I just remembered that I needed to talk to Isami about something." He then walked away from her, only to bump into Hajime and Heisuke. "Could I ask the two of you something?"

"What's up?"

"Stay with her." He then looked down the hall when he heard another light hearted laugh. "If I am right someone is coming and I will need to talk to him."

"Him? Who are you expecting?"

Turning and walking on with a serious look he sighed. "Someone I hope is here as an old friend and not an enemy."

X

Stopping at the gate, Kenshin looked up at the glares he was getting from the guards on top of it. "I am here asking to speak with the one in there that is not a Shinsengumi. Simply tell him Tomo and he will know who I am."

"What likes would someone like you have here? Be gone. It is the middle of the night."

But then the guards gasped when over the wall came Souzou Sagara in the typical civilian clothes they had gotten him. "What are you doing?"

"I am who he wants to speak with." Walking to stand before him, not touching his blade, Souzou sighed. "Are you here as friend or are you here as foe my old friend?"

"I want to know what you know about Kazuma Chikage."

Glaring as he tensed at that name, Souzou fisted his hands at his sides. "What about that son of a bitch?"

"He is the reason I am here. My orders are to take you out. As a member of the supposed treasonous Sekihoutai."

"Yet you do not look ready to fight."

Shaking his head no as he closed his eyes, Kenshin crossed his arms. "I don't like him. He is sneaky and has another motive. He wanted me to do a full on frontal assault of the Shinsengumi compound. I know there is a different reason, other than seeing your swordsmanship."

Nodding as he closed his own eyes with a growl more than a sigh. "Indeed. It is probably the reason why he told exactly where I am and what I did. I did it to protect a woman. Not just any woman but one I want to protect. One if she will have me I want to leave the country and take with me forever."

"I see. And he wants her."

"To be blunt yes."

"Who is head here?"

"Isami Kondou."

"Take me to him. I have been tried of the constant killing at the drop of a hat. It is time for me to fordge my own path and leave the name Batosai The Man Slayer behind me. By saving as many lives here as I can with the knowledge I have of the Imperial Army. I knew he was up to no good. This is the reason I need. I will not fight my old friend to the death so he can force a woman to go with him that doesn't want to."

With a smile, Souzou lead him toward the gate. "That is good to hear my old friend. I had hoped never to have to fight you either."

Walking through the gate he sighed. "Her name?"

"Chizuru Yukimura." He then looked behind him with a glare at his gasp. "His adopted daughter, but after what happened in the last few weeks. She wants nothing more to do with him."

"That is good. I have information about him as well."
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Hearing a knock on his door, Isami smiled as he stood up from his desk. "I am coming Chizuru you don't have to come and get me." But when he opened it to find Souzou and someone else standing there he blinked. "What is going on?"

"A word in private please?"

Nodding as he let them walk in, Isami closed his door to his office and then sat down. "Who is this Souzou?"

With a smile, Kenshin reached up and gripped his hat. "I am Batosai The Man Slayer. However I am not here to fight or argue." He then slid his hat off, and then the bandage. His stern violet eyes held Isami's. "I was sent here to battle and fight with Souzou, taking him down and as many Shinsengumi as I could. Seeing as he and I trained together under the same master. We are the only one who has a hope of beating the other."

"Yet you said you are not here to fight?"

Nodding he reached in and pulled out his official orders. "The Imperial Army was approached by Kazuma Chikage about where Souzou was. I was dispatched. However I wanted to talk to my old friend before I made any decision as to what action I was going to take. Chikage wanted me to do an all out assault on the compound as a whole. According to Souzou it would be to get a girl."

Gasping as his eyes went wide, Isami jumped to his feet. "Stay here!" He rushed from the room and slid to a stop next to where everyone else was eating. Opening the door he smiled to see Chizuru was in there. "Don't wait on us, Souzou and I are just talking. We will be in momentarily."

He then rushed back to his room and sighed. "She is with everyone else. Is that the reason why you are not fighting us?"

"Partly." With a sigh as he pulled his sword, sheath and all and laid it on the floor next to him he sighed. "I have grown tired of being a killer for higher. With the unsightly knickname of Batosai The man Slayer. When I was told I would be fighting someone who uses the same sword style as I do, I knew that it would be Souzou. Only one master at a time. For our master to take on two students was rare. It was either him or my master. I figured it was him."

Looking up at Isami with stern eyes he crossed his arms. "I have brought the proof with me needed. In just a few week's time the Tokugawa will literally fall apart. Lord Tokugawa plans on surrender to the Imperial Army. Those whom he knows would rather die than surrender will be set up."

"Those like us who refuse to live the way the Imperial Army wants us to live. Those who remain loyal to the old way of life. How?"

"You will all be given orders to go on ships to Edo. Once on the water, attacked with cannon fire. Sinking the ships. Ballistae from other boats making sure no one lives."

"Why do you tell us this? How do I know you can be trusted?"

Reaching in his shirt he sighed. "You get your orders directly from Tokugawa do you not?"

"I do. I am head of the Shinsengumi and they are the ones that protect his person."

Holding out a scroll, Kenshin never let his eyes waver. "Then you would know his handwriting. You would know how he speaks. You would know if this is forged or not."

Taking the scroll and opening it, he fisted his hands and glared with a growl coming from him. It was Tokugawa! He understood why he was doing it, so that his children were not killed, to carry on the Tokugawa name and blood, he was going to surrender and have the Shinsengumi killed on the boats! It was all true! "Damn him! We have been nothing but loyal to him and would have given our very lives to make sure that he lived on and fought the arm!"

"He has been swayed and the conditions for the surrender are in progress. He is as we speak under heavy guard with the Imperial Army. His wife and children are free to move about wherever they want." Taking a slow deep breath, Kenshin crossed his arms. "It was Koudou Yukimura. And those monstrous things that he has made."

"That damn bastard! I will rip his head off!"

"Why did Souzou say that Chizuru wants nothing to do with him anymore since he is her father?"

"Adopted father." Sitting down with a sigh as he went over what his next move was. Tokugawa has already surrendered. There was no fight left in him it would seem, so it would be only a matter of time with the weapons they had, before all the Shinsengumi were whipped out. But that would explain the change in orders. "You will stay here with us for a while. I am sure Chikage will come for Chizuru again. Or her father. Or both. But what you have told us about Lord Tokugawa I believe. For a spell Chizuru was with Souzou and the boys with him. During the time we waited on her, we were ordered to Edo then. By way of ship from Osaka. The morning we were to board the boats we were ordered to stay here in Osaka for a few more weeks. That he would send word when we were to move on."

"What is your plan?"

"There is a promise I have to keep. Tell me. Do you know of a general that wears a mask?"

Nodding, Kenshin closed his eyes. "I do."

"Do you know where he is at right now?"

"I do." Blinking now and confused, Kenshin let his head fall to the side. "Why is that?"

"I understand orders are orders. But to turn on someone loyal, as Tokugawa is us and the Imperial Army did the Sekihoutai. Suzuki. He was a member of the Sekihoutai and I owed him my life from when he was a Shinsengumi. His favor is that I bring down the one who lead the men that killed everyone that was part of that army. He saved my life and I swore when he called in his favor, that I would fulfill it. No matter what."

"I see. He is actually not that far from here. In a small unnamed town. No doubt being the pig that he is with the people of that town. I can lead you. I will keep everyone else out of it and let you take him."

"Perfect." He then stood and smiled. "Well I think that we should get down to the hall and eat. Knowing Chizuru she made more than enough as usual. And will probably make you share hers. What do I introduce you as by the way? If not Batosai the Man Slayer?"

"Kenshin. I am Kenshin Himura and I am not hungry."

Laughing as he followed his friend out, Souzou smiled. "I will tell her I will share with her since I got shoved food down my throat before you got here as they cooked to taste it. You can have mine. She won't take no for an answer."

"Well okay then."
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Looking up as the door opened, all of the men jumped up to see who walked in behind Isami and went for their swords. Sidestepping, Sanosuke put himself in front of Chizuru. "What the hell is that bastard doing here?"

Holding his hand up, Isami sighed. "Everyone put your swords away and sit down. He is actually not here as an enemy. I will explain it all but you all need to sit!"

Blinking as the guy with the red hair moved with Souzou to sit near her, she blinked as she turned to Souzou with wide eyes. "Who is he?"

With a smile as everyone glared at him, Kenshin laughed. "My name is actually Kenshin Himura though I am sure that you mostly know me as Batousai The Manslayer. However….."

Pulling eyes to him, Isami sat the scroll that explained what the Tokugawa were doing. "I am in direct contact with Tokugawa regularly. I know his hand writing and how he speaks. So I know that this scroll is the truth. It would seem that Kenshin and Souzou were friends once and trained under the same master. When the imperial army told him to come kill the one who had the same swordsmanship as he did, he opted to talk and give us this scroll."

His eyes hard now, Toshizo crossed his arms. "And what is in that scroll?"

"Our execution detailed by Tokugawa himself. He has surrendered to the enemy and those that he knows would rather go down fighting like us, are going to be set up."

Fear gripping her heart as she shot all around the room, Chizuru froze. What were they going to do now? They couldn't just do what he said if he knew that they were going to die in the process that would be pointless! "What are…."

Smiling at her, Isami laughed. "I am not sure exactly what I am going to do other than I will be fulfilling Suzuki's dieing wish." 

Their heads jerked up, both Sanosuke and Katsu just looked at him odd. Sanosuke was the one who spoke first though. "Wait so you are going to do what he wants you to do even though you were on opposite sides?"

Nodding as he looked at the boy Isami was serious. "I am. I owe Suzuki my life from when we were on the same side. He was a good man and I will repay my debt to him. Though I do wish that I could have been able to repay it with him still alive."

Wanting to change the subject, hating to hear anything like this, Chizuru started to stand up. "I will go and get him….." But she stopped when Souzou grabbed her hand and pulled her back down to sit with him. "What?"

"I am not all that hungry with you having me taste everything while you were cooking. He can have mine and I will just share yours. Sound good?"

"But I don't mind to go and get him something."

Smiling Kenshin bowed his head. "That is alright you do not need to bother. I am not that hungry so this is going to be just fine thank you very much."

Sanosuke turned to Isami and crossed his arms with a glare. "But we do need to figure out what we are going to do. I believe you when you say that Tokugawa wrote that. I can't believe that he would just turn on us like that."

"It isn't like he did it because he wanted too Sanosuke." Tossing him the scroll, Isami crossed his arms as he sighed with closed eyes. "If I had a wife and children like he does there isn't much I wouldn't do to make sure they were safe. They were who the Imperial Army were targeting. I understand his reasoning, however if he had told us we would have freed them."

"That's what I don't get!" Heisuke crossed his arms as he glared. "So we got Chikage to deal with and now we are going to be set up to die. This is just great why didn't he tell us where they were we could have gone and gotten them!"

Shaking his head Kenshin brought all eyes back to him again. "That would have been impossible. When everything went through, they were not even in the country of Japan. They were on a ship out in the ocean when he was given the choice. He surrenders or they would all drown."

"That is horrible."

Looking down at Chizuru and how she seemed to be shaking, Souzou let out his own sigh. "In any event, perhaps the topic could change from this to something else for the time being."

Seeing her reaction to everything, Toshizo nodded as he began to eat again. "Agreed. We will all meet later."

Giving Souzou a small smile, Chizuru then turned back to her food, though now she only picked at it. She was worried about everyone! And she didn't know what she could do about it other than just what she was doing. Keeping quiet and out of the way.

X

Glaring into the compound, Kazuma had his arms crossed. That Himura was supposed to have attacked them not went in talking to them and eating with them! He didn't want to face down one of the Hiten swordsmans. Let alone two of them. "This just complicates things. And seeing as the higher ups are fond of him I can't get that bastard killed. Damnit."

Kyuuju sighed as he watched the compound as well. "Does this change your plans?"

"It does not. She is a demon and one that has no bodyguard. She will be mine. It just changes how I must go about doing it. It would seem that I need even more furies. Enough to keep Himura busy while I take out Souzou and grab her." But the sound of footsteps caused both Kazuma and Kyuuju to turn their heads to see someone walking toward the gate of the compound. He wasn't from the Imperial army and he wasn't Shinsengumi. "Well who is this?"

X

With a smile at the glares Hiko effortlessly jumped over the gate and used his speed and then found himself standing in the open door of the main dining hall with a glare for two of the shocked faces. "Where in the hell have the two of you been? Damnit I knew taking on two at once was gonna come back and bite me in my ass!"

Everyone on their feet as they drew their swords, it was Isami who spoke. "Who are you and how did you get in here?"

Ignoring them all, Hiko walked toward the now standing and still quiet students that he had. "I am here for them and nothing more let's put the pointy sticks away children." Then his eyes narrowed. "Well are one of you going to answer up and tell me why the hell!?"

Turning to Isami, Souzou smiled a nervous smile. "It is alright. He is Seijuurouu Hiko the Thirthteenth. The current master of the Hiten Mitsurugi-ryuu. Our master."

Reaching them with crossed arms, Hiko sighed. "Everyone can just call me Hiko though. But you two!" He then shocked everyone as he reached out and rapped both of them on the head as he fisted his hands. "I told the two of you to figure out who it was going to be and come back to learn the final technique. But no! I start hearing how you are a killer for hire Kenshin! And you Souzou are leading an army of your own and not using anything I taught you! Have you two lost your damned minds!"

Taking a deep breath, Kenshin crossed his arms as he closed his eyes. Souzou rubbing the back of his neck. "We didn't see the need for one of us to become the next master. After all seeing as we would take the name Seijuurouu Hiko the Fourteenth. Neither of us really….."

Rapping him on the head again Hiko was furious. "So you leave me with the name and the constant stream of people begging for a Master's help! Come on you two!"

"Is everything alright in here?"

Turning to see the small girl dressed like a boy, Hiko was just a bit confused. He knew this was the Shinsengumi compound, and thought that they forbade any woman to step foot in here for fear she would distract the men. But it was the look in Souzou's eyes as he walked toward her with a content smile he hadn't seen on his face since the day he took he and Kenshin in as students. 'Well now that was unexpected.'

Reaching Chizuru Souzou turned and nodded to Kenshin and Isami as he lead her out of the hall. "It is alright Chizuru. That is mine and Kenshin's master. I am sure he will understand. I will come and sit with you for a while seeing what they are talking about doesn't really concern me directly anyway."

Crossing his arms, Hiko sighed. "I see. So I see his excuse what is yours Kenshin?"

"Isn't it enough that I just don't want to have to kill my Master who was more like my father if I don't have too?"


End file.
